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A History Of Christian Thought Paul Tillich Unpacking the Depth A History of Christian
Thought Through the Lens of Paul Tillich Problem Understanding the vast and complex
landscape of Christian theology can feel overwhelming Students theologians and even
seasoned believers often struggle to navigate the centuries of evolving thought
particularly when grappling with the profound contributions of influential figures like
Paul Tillich The sheer volume of material and the oftendense academic language
create a barrier to accessing and appreciating the richness of Tillichs work and its
impact on modern Christian thought This leads to frustration a sense of
incomprehension and a missed opportunity to engage with a crucial voice in
20thcentury theology Solution This blog post offers a clear concise and accessible
journey through the key themes and contributions of Paul Tillich within the broader
history of Christian thought By focusing on userfriendly language incorporating relevant
examples and drawing upon up todate scholarship we aim to illuminate Tillichs
theological system and its enduring relevance today Paul Tillich A Bridge Between Faith
and Modernity Paul Tillich 18861965 stands as a towering figure in 20thcentury
theology bridging the gap between the traditional Christian faith and the challenges
posed by modern existentialism scientific advancements and societal shifts His work
is not merely a historical artifact it continues to resonate deeply with contemporary
concerns regarding meaning purpose and the search for ultimate reality Tillichs
theological journey began in Germany steeped in the philosophical idealism of thinkers
like Hegel and Schleiermacher He experienced firsthand the turmoil of World War | and
the rise of Nazism profoundly shaping his theological perspective His subsequent
emigration to the United States where he became a prominent figure at Union
Theological Seminary exposed him to American pragmatism and the diversity of
religious experiences within a pluralistic society This rich and varied background is
reflected in his unique theological approach which transcends simplistic categorization
Key Themes in Tillichs Theology 2 Understanding Tillichs contribution requires
focusing on several key themes Theology of Culture Unlike many theologians who
viewed culture as inherently separate or even opposed to faith Tillich saw culture as a
vital arena where the divine is encountered and expressed He argued that religious
symbols and myths even seemingly secular ideologies often contain glimpses of
ultimate reality what he termed the God above God a concept that encapsulates the
ultimate ground of being beyond any specific religious representation This approach
helped him engage with the secular world without compromising his faith
Contemporary scholars like Jrgen Moltmann have built upon this perspective focusing
on the intersection of theology and social justice Method of Correlation Tillich
developed a unique method of correlation which aimed to bridge the gap between the
existential questions of humanity questions of anxiety death guilt and meaning and the
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answers provided by Christian faith By connecting the human experience of these
existential concerns with the Christian message he sought to demonstrate the
relevance of faith in the modern world This remains a powerful tool for contextualizing
theology for diverse audiences in the 21st century The Nature of Being and God Tillich
redefined the concept of God moving away from traditional anthropomorphic images
towards a more nuanced understanding of God as the ground of being the ultimate
source and power of existence This ground of being is not simply an object of religious
belief but the very foundation of reality itself This concept resonates with
contemporary process theology emphasizing Gods ongoing involvement in the
unfolding of the universe The Courage to Be This is perhaps Tillichs most wellknown
concept emphasizing the importance of embracing ones existence with courage in the
face of anxiety and despair He saw this courage as a prerequisite for authentic faith a
faith that is not simply intellectual assent but a lived experience that transforms the
individual and their engagement with the world The practical implications of this
concept continue to inspire pastoral care and spiritual guidance in contemporary
settings Jesus Christ as the New Being Tillich viewed Jesus Christ not merely as a
historical figure but as the ultimate expression of Gods selfrevelation He saw Jesus as
the New Being demonstrating the possibilities of human existence in its fullness and
overcoming the power of sin and death This understanding of Christs significance
offers a fresh perspective on Christology relevant to contemporary theological debates
Tillichs Lasting Impact 3 Tillichs influence extends far beyond academic circles His
work continues to inform contemporary theological discussions in areas like liberation
theology feminist theology and ecological theology His emphasis on the correlation
between faith and culture provides a valuable framework for engaging with the
complexities of a rapidly changing world His theological insights particularly his
concepts of courage the ground of being and the method of correlation remain
strikingly relevant in our own time of uncertainty and searching Conclusion Paul Tillichs
contributions to Christian thought are undeniably significant His ability to synthesize
diverse philosophical and theological traditions coupled with his engagement with the
existential challenges of modern life makes his work both intellectually stimulating and
deeply relevant By understanding his key themes and their ongoing impact we can gain
a richer appreciation for the evolving landscape of Christian thought and its continued
relevance in the 21st century His legacy encourages us to grapple with our deepest
anxieties to find courage in our faith and to seek the ground of being that sustains us
all FAQs 1 How does Tillichs understanding of God differ from traditional theistic views
Tillich moves beyond a personal anthropomorphic conception of God instead defining
God as the ground of being the ultimate source and power of existence This
transcends traditional images and focuses on Gods relation to all of reality 2 What is
the significance of Tillichs method of correlation This method connects the existential
questions and anxieties of human experience with the answers offered by Christian
faith making theology relevant and accessible to contemporary concerns 3 How is
Tillichs theology relevant to contemporary social issues His emphasis on the theology
of culture suggests that faith is not separate from the world but is inextricably linked to
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social justice cultural engagement and ethical responsibility 4 What are some
criticisms of Tillichs theology Some critics argue that his concept of God is too
abstract lacking the personal and relational aspects emphasized in traditional
Christianity Others question the clarity and consistency of his method of correlation 5
Where can | find more resources to study Tillichs work Start with his major works like
Dynamics of Faith Systematic Theology and The Courage to Be Numerous academic
articles and biographies are also available offering insightful perspectives on his life
and theological contributions Consult your local library or online academic databases
for further research 4
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an american academy of arts and sciences book includes bibliographies and index

this book offers a moving tribute to one of the twentieth century s most seminal
philosophers and theologians paul tillich in fact it is widely accepted as the standard
biography for tillich a soberly objective portrait it was supported by tillich himself who
hoped that the full telling of his story would set in context its unconventional aspects
as told in books by hannah tillich and rollo may wilhelm and marion pauck have
recreated the many sided paulus in all his greatness and humanness tracing the
development of tillich s thought alongside the unfolding of his life in germany and the
united states the authors have provided an excellent model of biographical research
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a new addition to the guides for the perplexed series this new book on tillich will
analyse clarify and connect the most central and difficult of tillich s theological
concepts

in an age of self affirmation and self assertion selfless love can appear as a threat to
the lover s personal well being this perception jars with the biblical promise that we
gain our life through losing it and therefore calls for a theological response in
conversation with the protestant theologian paul tillich and the atheistic moral
philosopher and novelist iris murdoch selfless love and human flourishing in paul tillich
and iris murdoch enquires into the anthropological grounds on which selfless love can
be said to build up rather than undermine the lover s self it proposes that while the
implausibility of selfless love was furthered by the modern deconstruction of the self
both tillich and murdoch utilize this very deconstruction towards explicating and
restoring the link between selfless love and human flourishing julia t meszaros shows
that they use the modern diagnosis of the human being s lack of a stable and
independent self as manifest in sartre s existentialism in support of an understanding
of the self as relational and fallen this leads them to view a loving orientation away
from self and a surrender to the other as critical to the full flourishing of human
selfhood in arguing that tillich and murdoch defend the link between selfless love and
human flourishing through reference to the human being s ontological selflessness
meszaros closely engages sgren kierkegaard s earlier attempt to keep selfless love and
human flourishing in a productive dialectical tension she also examines the breakdown
of this tension in the later figures of anders nygren simone weil and jean paul sartre
and addresses the pitfalls of this breakdown her examination concludes by arguing
that the link between selfless love and human flourishing would be strengthened by a
more resolute endorsement of a personal god and of the reciprocal nature of selfless
love

the importance of paul tillich for understanding not only christian faith but all religious
systems is still being realized tillich is widely recognized as the theologian of the
modern age or as many would have it the postmodern age for a new age of
preoccupation with interreligious encounters wherein tolerance may be the watchword
but the quest for truth and faith maintains robison james reintroduces tillich as an
effective pedagogue for dealing with such encounters and for discovering in the clamor
of so many noisy insistent religious systems a voice of truth james has reread tillich
with the specific purpose of discovering how we may deal with the many kinds of
interreligious encounters that have been growing in frequency and importance such
encounters james points out range from reading about another religion to visiting the
other s observances to dialogue with its members to simply puzzling over how my faith
or nonfaith relates to this or that religion tillich s lifelong existential encounter with
religious systems and his perceptive appraisal of those systems james concludes can
lead us to the best attitude for our own quest for a way of faith and life among so many
ways clamoring for our attention tillich s theology james suggests may best be
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understood as a synthesis of dialectics and paradox further james contends the
attitude most characteristic of tillich s thought reciprocal inclusivism is to be
recommended as the best attitude for our own quest for the word of truth among so
many noisy voices

explores tillich s influence as a groundbreaking thinker who illuminated the boundaries
between philosophy and theology

is the courage to be still a viable analysis of the human situation does tillich s positive
sense of eros illumine our intense discussions of human sexuality does
postmodernism really dissolve tillich s major assumptions can tillich contribute to the
contemporary discussion of science and religion how does his work stand when
compared to other writers on creation such as langdon gilkey and sallie mcfague given
the paradoxes of tillich s life is his ethical theory still viable in paulus then and now a
study of paul tillich s theological world and the continuing relevance of his work john j
carey clarifies previously neglected foundational aspects of tillich s thought carey
places tillich s theological work in political social economic and scholarly context he
also explains tillich s thinking on luther marx history and politics and his unique
perspective on the bible and on biblical authority having accomplished these things
carey then moves to show how tillich s thinking can be applied to contemporary
problems

paul tillich forced into exile by the nazis in 1933 settled in the united states his many
theological works and especially his three volume systematic theology have had a
profound influence upon contemporary religious thought this volume concentrates on
the key texts and ideas in tillich s thought it presents the essential paul tillich for
students and the general reader taylor s introductory essay and notes on the selected
texts set tillich in his historical context chart the development of this thought and
indicate the significance of his theology in the development of christian theology as a
whole substantial selections from tillich s work illustrate key themes the struggle for a
new theonomy protestant theology amid socialist crisis in the sacred void being and
god amid structures of destruction christ as new being among the ambiguities of life
spirit and churches in the end revisioning and hope

a comprehensive look at the intellectual and cultural innovations of the weimar period
during its short lifespan the weimar republic 1918 33 witnessed an unprecedented
flowering of achievements in many areas including psychology political theory physics
philosophy literary and cultural criticism and the arts leading intellectuals scholars and
critics such as hannah arendt walter benjamin ernst bloch bertolt brecht and martin
heidegger emerged during this time to become the foremost thinkers of the twentieth
century even today the weimar era remains a vital resource for new intellectual
movements in this incomparable collection weimar thought presents both the
specialist and the general reader a comprehensive guide and unified portrait of the
most important innovators themes and trends of this fascinating period the book is
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divided into four thematic sections law politics and society philosophy theology and
science aesthetics literature and film and general cultural and social themes of the
weimar period the volume brings together established and emerging scholars from a
remarkable array of fields and each individual essay serves as an overview for a
particular discipline while offering distinctive critical engagement with relevant
problems and debates whether used as an introductory companion or advanced
scholarly resource weimar thought provides insight into the rich developments behind
the intellectual foundations of modernity

captures the multiple voices of christian theology in a diverse and interconnected world
through in depth studies of representative figures and overviews of key movements
providing an unparalleled overview of the subject the modern theologians provides an
indispensable guide to the diverse approaches and perspectives within christian
theology from the early twentieth century to the present each chapter is written by a
leading scholar and explores the development and trajectory of modern theology while
presenting critical accounts of a broad range of relevant topics and representative
thinkers the fourth edition of the modern theologians is fully updated to provide readers
with a clear picture of the broad spectrum and core concerns of modern christian
theology worldwide it offers new perspectives on key twentieth century figures and
movements from different geographical and ecclesial contexts there are expanded
sections on theological dialogue with non christian traditions and on christian theology
s engagement with the arts and sciences a new section explores theological responses
to urgent global challenges such as nationalism racism and the environmental crisis
providing the next generation of theologians with the tools needed to take theological
conversations forward the modern theologians explores christian theology s
engagement with multiple ways of knowing across diverse approaches and traditions
combines introductions to key modern theologians and coverage of the major
movements within contemporary theology identifies common dynamics found across
theologies to enable cross contextual comparisons positions individual theologians in
geographical regions trans local movements and ecclesial contexts features new and
revised chapters written by experts in particular movements topics and individuals
providing in depth critical evaluation and extensive references to further readings and
research ford s the modern theologians an introduction to christian theology since
1918 fourth edition remains an ideal textbook for undergraduate and graduate courses
in theology and religious studies such as introduction to christian theology systematic
theology modern theology and modern theologians it is also an invaluable resource for
researchers those involved in various forms of christian ministry teachers of religious
studies and general readers engaged in independent study

karl p donfried smith college a penetrating analysis of western christianity in crisis as
well as an incisive and compelling guide for course correction written with clarity
insight and conviction that all may believe is braaten at his very best a must read for
christians in the northern hemisphere gabriel fackre author of the church who else but
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carl braaten could show us an ecumenical vision of theology as evangelical but not
simply protestant catholic but not just roman orthodox but not only eastern here is a
needed call to share our ecclesial gifts with mutual affirmation on classical convictions
and mutual admonition regarding teachable differences yet all this is done with a well
known braaten edge indictment of conventional christianity and a drifting academic
theology we are in the author s debt for charting the right course toward visible unity
and full communion for a church solid in its centralities and passionate about its
mission frank ¢ senn immanuel lutheran church evanston illinois employing his gift for
incisive analysis of theological movements and trends according to the criterion of the
saving gospel of jesus christ braaten affirms the catholic tradition with its canon of
scripture and historic dogmas as the indispensable bearer of the gospel with
evangelical passion for the missionary enterprise he shows how the church must move
toward ecumenical unity in order to bring the world to belief he does not ignore the
reality of the powers of evil that strive against the mission of the gospel nor does he
shrink from saying that dialogue with the religions must not blunt the apostolic
imperative to proclaim the gospel and bring converts into the community of faith in the
crucified and risen christ this timely book confessionally anchored and ecumenically
hopeful will engage theological readers from beginning to end carl e braaten is one of
the leading theologians in american lutheranism he taught systematic theology for a
generation at lutheran school of theology at chicago and was founding editor of the
popular theological journal dialog he has written or edited many foundational works in
lutheran theology among them is a two volume christian dogmatics 1985 edited with
robert jenson and justification the article by which the church stands or falls 1990 for
thirteen years braaten has been director of the center for catholic and evangelical
theology and editor of its journal pro ecclesia

with contributors from different generations of the chinese speaking world the book
addresses the relevance of paul tillich s thought in the chinese cultural political
contexts appropriating and transforming different themes of tillich s thought in the
chinese context the contributors reframe the dialogue with buddhism and
confucianism religion and science and religion and politics under the interpretation of
tillich s ideas the thought provoking essays examine the intellectual potentiality or
further contribution of paul tillich s ideas in sino christian theology the book will be of
interest to scholars and postgraduate students studying paul tillich s thought chinese
theology and east west religious dialogues

a comprehensive account of the wide ranging impact of max weber s ideas on german
and american intellectuals in the twentieth century

pastor tillich the justification of the doubter tells the story of paul tillich s early
theological development from his student days until the end of the first world war set
against the backdrop of church politics in wilhelmine germany and with particular
reference to his early sermons the majority of scholarship understands tillich primarily
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as a philosophical theologian but before and during the first world war tillich was
pastor tillich studying to become a pastor leading a christian student group working
periodically as a pastor in berlin churches and preaching to soldiers arriving in berlin
after the war tillich pursued religious socialism and a theology of culture through the
1920s but the theological basis of these programmes was what tillich considered his
main concern in 1919 the theology of doubt using a wealth of untranslated german
sources largely unknown to english language scholarship pastor tillich presents the
stations of tillich s theological development of the notion of the justification of the
doubter up to 1919 distinguishing between tillich s later autobiographical statements
and the witness of archival sources a significantly original contextualised account of
tillich s early life in germany emerges from his days as the conservative son of a
conservative lutheran pastor to the battle worn chaplain who could even talk about
faith without god tillich underwent considerable change the book should therefore
speak to any interested in the history of modern theology as an example of how
biography and theology are intertwined

an introduction to the theology of art and the art of theology

no detailed description available for writings in the philosophy of religion
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