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soon after its publication in 1973 fear of flying brought erica jong immense popular success and media fame
alternately pegged sassy and vulgar jong s novel embraced the politics of the women s liberation movement and
challenged the definition of female sexuality yet today more than twenty years and several books later literary
reputation continues for the most part to elude jong typecast by her adversaries as a media seeking
sensationalist erica jong has been unfairly side stepped by academia charlotte templin contends in this carefully
researched study augmented by personal interviews with jong templin assembles and analyzes the medley of
responses to jong s books by reviewers critics writers academics and the media by liberals conservatives and
feminists she examines the diverse opinions on the merit and relevance to contemporary life of fear of flying
the invocation of a high culture low culture dichotomy to discredit how to save your own life the anatomy of
literary success with fanny jong s reception in a postfeminist age and the trivialization of jong s works that is

inevitable with mass media exposure templin also shows how antagonistic reviewers tend to identify jong with
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her fictitious characters a practice more common when the author is a woman and judge her to be guilty of the
sin of not being a proper woman in turn she shows how reviewers reveal something of their own values and
ideological biases in their critiques and how literary reputations are built destroyed and altered over time the
first book to make a detailed examination of the reputation of a woman writer feminism and the politics of
literary reputation provides an excellent case study for the literary reception of women writers within a broad
cultural context templin s analysis offers valuable insight into the reception of women writers especially
commercially successful women writers and dramatically illustrates the relation of literary reputation to

popular appeal and cultural mores

examines in rich detail the daily lives of pioneer women journal of american history anyone interested in
women s history and western history will want to read this pacific historical review copyright libri gmbh all

rights reserved

this is the first single volume to focus on the presidencies of both james a garfield and chester a arthur drawing
from a host of studies on the foreign and domestic policies of the nation during the gilded age as well as from
his own primary research the author presents a somewhat revisionist look at garfield and arthur revisionist in
that he gives the reader a renewed appreciation of both men far from being cynical spoilsmen or naive
incompetents individuals whose presidencies provide studies in ineptitude garfield and arthur emerge as men
of considerable ability while making no claims of greatness doenecke maintains that each was a significant
transitional figure playing a crucial role as the institution of the presidency moved from the weak leadership of
andrew johnson to the forceful direction of theodore roosevelt according to doenecke garfield saw the office of
chief executive primarily in administrative terms and his great battle was over keeping the power of
appointment in his own hands his victory over the stalwarts enhanced both the power and prestige of the
office his knowledge of how government worked was unmatched long before woodrow wilson made his mark
garfield was the scholar in politics the diplomacy of secretary of state james g blaine comes under critical
scrutiny doenecke evaluates his performance in the chile peru war war of the pacific the guatemala mexico
dispute the isthmian canal issue irish american activities in britain and efforts to secure markets in korea br
garfield was assassinated less than six months after he entered office he had yet to be tested on major issues of
public policy chester a arthur was ill prepared to be chief executive was in poor health much of the time while
he was in office and was faced with a hopelessly divided party nevertheless he was one of the nation s great
political surprises his administration pioneered in the development of the navy sought foreign markets for
american surpluses fostered civil service reform and pressed for a scientific tariff doenecke devotes one chapter
to the spoils system and the background to the pendleton act one to arthur s strategy regarding the south and
then offers an in depth analysis of diplomacy during arthur s tenure during the presidencies of garfield and
arthur the united states attempted to intervene in a war between chile and peru sought to turn nicaragua into a
protectorate supplied leading advisers to madagascar and korea and took a major part in the congo conference
of 1884 in examining these activities even while pointing to uncoordinated statecraft and inept diplomacy

doenecke challenges the long held view that from 1881 to 1885 the nation was withdrawn and insular his fresh
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perspective on the garfield and arthur years will be of considerable interest to historians of the gilded age

gould american history u of texas austin has dusted off updated and thinned his 1988 lady bird johnson and the
environment to kick off the new series on the wives of us presidents he draws on johnson s white house papers
and interviews with her and her close associates to argue that she was one of the most politically active first
ladies though her concern with the environment was overshadowed by protests against the vietnam war

annotation copyrighted by book news inc portland or

the first major synthesis of the war since 2001 drawing upon a host of newly declassified documents
presidential tapes and overlooked foreign sources to give the most comprehensive look to date of the war that

still haunts america

this book explores the visual and material cultures of presidential commemoration memorials and monuments
libraries and archives and the problematic ways in which presidents themselves have largely taken over their
own commemoration the author sees these various commemorative sites as playing a key role in the
construction of our collective political and cultural self images and as another sign of our preoccupation with
celebrity culture ultimately he contends these presidential temples reflect not only our civil religion but also the

extraordinary expansion of executive authority and presidential self commemoration since fdr

a political scientist who went on to become president woodrow wilson envisioned a responsible government
in which a strong leader and principled party would integrate the separate executive and legislative powers his
ideal however was constantly challenged by political reality daniel stid explores the evolution of wilson s views
on this form of government and his endeavors as a statesman to establish it in the united states the author
looks over professor and then president wilson s shoulder as he grappled with the constitutional separation of
powers demonstrating the importance of this effort for american political thought and history although wilson
is generally viewed as an unstinting and effective opponent of the separation of powers the author reveals an
ambivalent statesman who accommodated the founders logic this book challenges both the traditional and
revisionist views of woodrow wilson by documenting the moderation of his statesmanship and the resilience
of the separation of powers in doing so it sheds new light on american political development from wilson s day
to our own throughout the twentieth century political scientists and public officials have called for
constitutional changes and political reforms that were originally proposed by wilson by reexamining the
dilemmas presented by wilson s program stid invites a reconsideration of both the expectations we place on the
presidency and the possibilities of leadership in the founders system the president as statesman contributes
significantly to ongoing debates over wilson s legacy and raises important questions about the nature of

presidential leadership at a time when this issue is at the forefront of public consciousness

the west is popularly perceived as america s last outpost of unfettered opportunity but twentieth century

corporate tourism has transformed it into america s land of opportunism from sun valley to santa fe towns
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throughout the west have been turned over to outsiders and not just to those who visit and move on but to
those who stay and control although tourism has been a blessing for many bringing economic and cultural
prosperity to communities without obvious means of support or allowing towns on the brink of extinction to
renew themselves the costs on more intangible levels may be said to outweigh the benefits and be a devil s
bargain in the making hal rothman examines the effect of twentieth century tourism on the west and exposes
that industry s darker side he tells how tourism evolved from grand canyon rail trips to sun valley ski weekends
and disneyland vacations and how the post world war ii boom in air travel and luxury hotels capitalized on a
surge in discretionary income for many americans combined with newfound leisure time from major
destinations like las vegas to revitalized towns like aspen and moab rothman reveals how the introduction of
tourism into a community may seem innocuous but residents gradually realize as they seek to preserve the
authenticity of their communities that decision making power has subtly shifted from the community itself to
the newly arrived corporate financiers and because tourism often results in a redistribution of wealth and
power to outsiders observes rothman it represents a new form of colonialism for the region by depicting the
nature of tourism in the american west through true stories of places and individuals that have felt its grasp
rothman doesn t just document the effects of tourism but provides us with an enlightened explanation of the
shape these changes take deftly balancing historical perspective with an eye for what s happening in the region
right now his book sets new standards for the study of tourism and is one that no citizen of the west whose life

is touched by that industry can afford to ignore

in this reassessment of new deal policymaking rhonda levine argues that the major constraints upon and
catalysts for fdr s policies were rooted in class conflict countering neo marxist and state centred theories which
focus on administrative and bureaucratic structures she contends that too little attention has been paid to the

effect of class struggle

lyndon baines johnson ascended to the presidency in the wake of tragedy to lead the united states through one
of its most violent and divisive decades his troubled presidency was marked by endless controversies over civil
rights the vietnam war foreign policy and law and order issues among others nearly four decades later it s now
possible to reexamine those controversies to illuminate as never before the achievements and failures of one of
the nation s most misunderstood presidents drawing upon a wealth of new sources including recently released
phone conversations these authors shine a bright and probing light on 1bj s beleaguered white house tenure
collectively they reinforce the image of johnson as a highly complex president whose very real achievements
have been overshadowed by character flaws and events well beyond his control four chapters focus on 1bj s
foreign policies including a positive appraisal of his handling of the 1964 panama crisis but less favorable
assessments regarding the downbhill slide into vietnam the six day war and policies toward the communist bloc
yet the authors generally depict a president who contrary to conventional views did not allow his domestic
agenda to overshadow his efforts as chief architect of foreign policy five other chapters focus on aspects of Ibj s
domestic policies that have been largely neglected women s rights native americans agriculture civil disorder

and fiscal policy whether responding to urban riots or balancing different versions of the 1964 farm bill
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johnson emerges as a president who never lost sight of the political ramifications of his actions and whose

legacy is often more complicated than is usually recognized all of these writings attest to the complexities of

lyndon johnson a larger than life leader whose guiding principles can t always be reduced to the catch phrases

he himself and others have employed the new perspectives and revelations they provide point students scholars

and presidential buffs alike toward a much more enlightened view of this fascinating figure
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