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this classic 1938 mystery could only have come from the fevered imagination of harry stephen keeler behind that mask is a
direct sequel to his 1932 novel finger finger and although it concludes successfully the story begun in volume one readers
should definitely have finished finger finger before starting this one you have been warned

from the reviews this huge book written in several years by one of the few mathematicians able to do it appears as a precise
and impressive study not very easy to read of this bothsided question that replaces in a coherent way without being
encyclopaedic a large library of books and papers scattered without a uniform language instead of summarizing the author
gives his own way of exposition with original complements this requires no preliminary knowledge the purpose which the
author explains in his introduction i e a deep probabilistic interpretation of potential theory and a link between two great
theories appears fulfilled in a masterly manner m brelot in metrika 1986

the book is devoted to studies of quasi stationary phenomena in nonlinearly perturbed stochastic systems new methods of
asymptotic  analysis  for  nonlinearly  perturbed stochastic  processes based on new types of  asymptotic  expansions for
perturbed  renewal  equation  and  recurrence  algorithms  for  construction  of  asymptotic  expansions  for  markov  type
processes  with absorption are  presented asymptotic  expansions are  given in  mixed ergodic  for  processes  and large
deviation theorems for absorption times for nonlinearly perturbed regenerative processes semi markov processes and
markov  chains  applications  to  analysis  of  quasi  stationary  phenomena  in  nonlinearly  perturbed  queueing  systems
population dynamics and epidemic models and for risk processes are presented the book also contains an extended
bibliography of works in the area it is an essential reference for theoretical and applied researchers in the field of stochastic
processes and their applications and may be also useful for doctoral and advanced undergraduate students

list of members in each volume

reprint of the original first published in 1866
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the most interesting part of china from a geographical and ethnological point of view is the westgeographically because its
recesses have not yet been thoroughly explored and ethnologically because a great part of it is peopled by races which are
non chinese and one at least of which though nominally owing allegiance to the great khan is in reality independent it was
my fortune to be stationed in western china from 1882 to 1884 and during these three years  i  was enabled in the
performance of my duties to collect information regarding the country and its people and it is in the hope that this
information may not be unacceptable that i venture to lay the following pages before the public reports of the journeys
which i made in western china during the above years have already appeared in the shape of parliamentary papers but
written as they were without any idea of publication and intended as mere trade notes strung together from day to day on
the march they are not sufficiently connected to present a fair picture of this remote region that part of western china with
which i am personally acquainted and with which i propose to deal lies to the south and embraces the provinces of ssu
chuan kuei  chow and yun nan which interesting in  themselves  have become of  considerable  importance since the
extension of the indian empire to the frontier of china and the absorption of tonquin by the french the way thither the great
highway to the west is the river yang tsze by the agreement of chefoo of september 1876 the port of ichang situated on the
north bank of the yang tsze about a thousand miles from the sea was opened to foreign trade and foreign steam navigation
and by the same agreement the residence of a consular officer at the city of chung king in ssu chuan to watch the
conditions of british trade was provided for it was to take up this post that i left wuhu towards the end of october 1881 on
arrival at hankow i discovered that the steamer which had for some years been employed to run to ichang was undergoing
extensive repairs at shanghai to better fit her for the navigation of the upper yang tsze and that another and larger steamer
belonging to the same company had just returned from ichang with little hope owing to the sudden fall of the river of
being then able to make another trip a large quantity of cargo however which had accumulated at hankow induced the
company much against the captains will to send the steamer forward again but drawing only nine feet she was unable after
a days journey to push her way through six feet of sand and water and had to return after about a months delay the smaller
steamer arrived at hankow and laden to six feet reached ichang with considerable difficulty on the 17th of december the
trip having occupied eight days on this section of the river navigation commences at daybreak and unless there is good
moonlight ceases at dark owing to the shifting sands which constitute the bed of the river the channel is constantly
changing and it is not uncommon to find the passage which the steamer took on the up passage completely barred on the
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down trip the consequence is that soundings have constantly to be taken and delay is the result this refers to the winter
months only when the river is low as during high water little difficulty exists and the distance has been covered in fifty hours
the selection of ichang as an open port has frequently been called in question and it has been pointed out that sha shih a
town farther down the river and one of the six calling stations for steamers would have been a preferable choice much may
be said for sha shih which is the principal terminus of the junk traffic between ssu chuan and the eastern provinces of china
but statistics clearly prove that ichang has after all been a success

this is a serious book examining the original sounds and meanings of languages right back to the stone age up until now
believed to be impossible but it can also be seen as tracing the overwhelming sexual orientation of human thinking for the
last six hundred thousand years or more when we were only hominids squatting round the camp fires at the mouths of our
caves to keep the sabre toothed tigers out it was here that our original bare bottomed language committees first got to
grips with meanings and their audible representation the committees were convened as a result of the taming of fire the
high tech of the day it was a cosy environment in a cold and hostile world and the unaccustomed warmth led to an
outburst of amorous inclinations and the need to express them in words ka they thought echoic of the strike of flint on flint
and so striking and so the tenderising of raw meat for which they had already been making quote hand axes quote for at
least half a million years it is from ka ka for tenderising with a hand axe that our cooking comes the flame did it for you flint
knapping left a lot of quote debetage quote or waste flakes whence ka ka also came to mean waste including today human
waste metaphor led to odd bedfellows all this evidence is decoded from an exhaustive forty year research into over a
hundred languages many of them dead ones where like flies in amber our original lithic stone age language roots are still
embedded there is nothing salacious in the tale it simply tells it as it is and was and it is not going to go away this short
version is abstracted from a major work of over 600 pages and there is nothing in it which the ordinary man in the street
and his sister can not easily follow it ranks quite highly in the order of useless information but it has its indirect usage if you
understand how all our languages have actually come about the product of human whimsy you will be that much less likely
to believe some of the sillier alternative views put forward by ideologically inclined placemen lastly how has lithic language
been cracked the answer lies in quote semantic triangulation quote believe it or not all our languages today over 6000 bear
traces of the original meanings given to the sounds as we first learned to articulate them and it  is possible to work
backwards using the current meanings in numerous languages to home in on the original source meanings which are
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common to the current ones then we can see if they make sense as a first guess by our stone age hominid forebears of
what they thought of as the quote natural quote meanings of the sounds they didn t do thinking very much that is how
they all guessed the same or nearly the same so we are probably on the right track language was all spun by human
whimsy over a few hundred millennia from only a baker s dozen original articulated sounds the english language alone
reached a million words last year

this is the first of two volumes of research on discourse particles focusing exclusively on the languages of asia from the
perspective of formal as well as non formal semantics and pragmatics within linguistics there has been a great deal of
interest in discourse particles especially within semantics and pragmatics the term discourse particles has been used to
cover a broad range of phenomena including such things as sentence final particles discourse adverbs and other related
phenomena however most research in the area particularly within formal semantics and pragmatics focuses on a restricted
set of languages and there is little consensus on the proper formal treatment of particles partly due to the limited range of
data available in recent years there has been extensive development of the formal approach to discourse particles which
often treats these words as devices for marking information updates it is also vital to extend this data to non western
languages like japanese korean or chinese this edited volume includes chapters on japanese mandarin tagalog kimaragang
dusun malay singlish thai and vietnamese the chapters are informed by recent theoretical work in formal semantics and
pragmatics relating to the meaning of particles the collection contributes to our theoretical understanding of the meaning
of discourse particles and to empirical knowledge of discourse particles in the languages of asia it will be of interest to
postgraduate students and scholars of semantics and pragmatics

a long time ago i started writing a book about markov chains brownian motion and diffusion i soon had two hundred pages
of manuscript and my publisher was enthusiastic some years and several drafts later i had a thot sand pages of manuscript
and  my  publisher  was  less  enthusiastic  so  we  made  it  a  trilogy  markov  chains  brownian  motion  and  diffusion
approximating countable markov chains familiarly me b d and acm i wrote the first two books for beginning graduate
students with some knowledge of probability if you can follow sections 3 4 to 3 9 of brownian motion and diffusion you re in
the first two books are quite independent of one another and completely independent of the third this last book is a
monograph which explains one way to think about chains with instantaneous states the results in it are supposed to be
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new except where there are spe cific disclaimers it s written in the framework of markov chains most of the proofs in the
trilogy are new and i tried hard to make them explicit the old ones were often elegant but i seldom saw what made them
go with my own i can sometimes show you why things work and as i will argue in a minute my demonstrations are easier
technically if i wrote them down well enough you may come to agree

slide rule had been their strategist she had taken the beaten armies of falonbeck to victory over the sullenfeld hordes and
now even the dragon prince of halafalon wouldn t stand in her way and if she could keep sir john l crue on side what she
wanted she would get bus pass was one of their best fighters she was a thief who made an art out of her trade but her
frequent confrontations with the sheriff of jasanta had instilled an admiration that went way beyond mere professional
competition chalk dust was their scout thoughtful and methodical she could find anything anywhere but what she had
stolen from the hidden tomb of edred the mighty would have to be returned before the sullenfeld hordes caught and
skinned her to get it back blue tack was their leader strong intelligent and a fierce fighter she had only one true enemy an
enemy who had taken away the only thing she cherished and she lived only for the day when she would finally get even
gym slip was the thorn in their side always full of the joys of life she was a trickster a comedienne who found fun in
everything they did and what she told bus pass about the sheriff  was just low down dirty rotten buy row was their
biographer quiet and shy she was a romantic book worm she read everything she could find about lost cities and hidden
tombs and what she learned she told chalk dust to find they had spent a lifetime together on ellerkan it had been a lifetime
of adventure robbery mayhem and sex whenever they could get it now after twenty eight years came their reunion the
flesh may have been weak but the spirit was still willing and what happened was what always happened when the sixpack
were around all hell let loose and into all this came johnson fold he was only interested in a little horse trading ellerkan was
just the sort of backwards planet where his skills and artistry could be most fruitful and as he often said to his partner sinita
khan what could possibly go wrong

the  institute  for  theoretical  and  experimental  physics  itep  is  internationally  recognized  for  achievements  in  various
branches of theoretical physics for many years the seminars at itep have been among the main centers of scientific life in
moscow this volume is a collection of articles by participants of the seminar on mathematical physics that has been held at
itep since 1983 this is the second such collection the first was published in the same series ams translations series 2 vol 191
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the papers in the volume are devoted to several mathematical topics that strongly influenced modern theoretical physics
among these topics are cohomology and representations of infinite lie algebras and superalgebras hitchin and knizhnik
zamolodchikov bernard systems and the theory of d modules the book is intended for graduate students and research
mathematicians working in algebraic geometry representation theory and mathematical physics
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