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this volume focuses on a wide range of behaviors and outcomes in stepfamily relationships both positive and
negative the authors use the normative adaptive perspective to seek out and study adaptive well functioning
stepfamilies and find how they differ from those who struggle to cope it will be a welcome text and reference for
all those who study and work with stepfamilies and families in general

surviving and thriving in stepfamily relationships is designed to be useful both to stepfamily members themselves
and to a wide variety of practitioners as well as to educators judges mediators lawyers and medical personnel

this second edition synthesizes the emerging knowledge base on the diversity of stepfamilies their inherent
concerns and why so relatively little is still known about them its extensive findings shed needed light on family
arrangements relatively new to the literature e g cohabitating stepparents the effects of these relationships on
different family members e g stepsiblings stepgrandparents the experiences of gay and lesbian stepfamilies and
the stigma against non nuclear families coverage reviews effective therapeutic and counseling interventions for
emotional familial and social challenges of stepfamilies as well as the merits of family education and self help
programs the authors explore prevailing myths about marriage divorce and stepfamily life while expanding the
limits of stepfamily research among the topics included the cultural context of stepfamilies couple dynamics in
stepfamilies gay and lesbian couples in stepfamilies the dynamics of stepparenting siblings half siblings and
stepsiblings effects of stepfamily living on children clinical perspectives on stepfamily dynamics for researchers
and clinicians who work with families it enriches the literature as it offers insights and guidelines for effective
practice as well as possible avenues for future research

this book uses a strengths based approach and resilience perspective to offer guidance on what works in creating
effective stepfamily relationships sharing findings and empirically supported best practices for stepfamily
members and the family professionals that work with them drawing from over 2 500 studies ganong coleman and
sanner present a comprehensive overview of research on what works to create positive and satisfying stepfamily
relationships chapters address how to work with stepcouples stepparents biological parents co parents
stepsiblings and half siblings and biological and stepgrandparents with illustrative case studies throughout it
emphasizes the diversity and complexity of stepfamilies including work with lgbtq stepfamilies stepfamilies from
various racial and ethnic groups and stepfamily relationships across the life course from childrearing stepfamilies
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to those formed later in life this book is essential reading for students researchers and practitioners interested in
strengthening stepfamily relationships such as those studying or working in family science marriage and family
therapy psychology and social work

the authors in the volume extend the reach of their comprehensive reviews into theoretically driven and
innovating explorations the scope of coverage across and within chapters is striking the developmentalist the
methodologist the feminist the contextualist and the cross culturalist alike will find satisfaction in reading the
chapters catherine a surra the university of texas at austin the science of close relationships is relatively new and
complex close relationships a sourcebook represents the growing maturity of this multidisciplinary enterprise the
volume offers 26 chapters organized into four thematic areas relationship methods forms processes and threats as
well as a foreword and an epilogue the volume provides a panoramic view of close relationship research as it
enters the 21st century offering highlights from current literature original research practical applications and
projections for future research relationship methods includes both qualitative and quantitative chapters
relationship forms includes many of the stages types and roles that characterize intimate relationships in a
developmental fashion chapters address social networks children s friendships adolescent relationships adult
friendships and friendships in later life chapters on multicultural and multiracial relationships and gay lesbian and
bisexual relationships illustrate the variety of relationship forms that the science of close relationships must
consider the alignments and realignments of traditional family structure are considered in terms of contemporary
marriage divorce and single parenting and remarried families relationship processes includes chapters on
emotion attachment romantic love sexuality intimacy communication conflict social support and relational
maintenance the important topic of gender concludes the section the shadow side of human nature is explored in
the relationship threats section with chapters on infidelity and jealousy physical and sexual aggression depression
and loss and bereavement a foreword by ellen berscheid sets the stage for this broad ranging collection of
chapters steve duck and linda acitelli conclude with an epilogue that provides a new beginning for the science of
close relationships

this third edition again brings together interdisciplinary contributions to provide a comprehensive and
multifaceted resource that reflects the breadth and depth of research on family communication and family
relationships chapters continue to address theoretical and methodological issues influencing current conceptions
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of family and cover communication occurring in a variety of family forms and across social cultural and physical
contexts this third edition includes key updates such as the use and influence of social media and technology in
families parenting and communication in culturally and structurally diverse families communication and physical
health of family members managing personal information about difficult topics in families the influence of the
covid 19 pandemic on family members this handbook is ideal for students and researchers interested in
interpersonal and family communication relationships and family therapy within the disciplines of communication
social psychology clinical psychology sociology and family studies

this edited book highlights cutting edge applications and research on the maintenance and enhancement of close
romantic relationships first rate contributors cover a breadth of topics from specific problems such as alcoholism
to theraputic interventions

written by contributors from around the world the international handbook of stepfamilies policy and practice in
legal research and clinical environments is a collection of research legal and clinical recommendations that fills a
growing need for complex re formed families using the information in this book which includes contemporary
research and its implications you will be able to consider stepfamilies in an international context understand the
issues that clinicians face when they work with stepfamilies both before and after formation and gain more
knowledge about this topic as the rates of family reformation increase

based on a landmark longitudinal study the nation s leading expert on stepfamilies reveals his breakthrough
findings and offers the first detailed guide to easing the conflicts of stepfamily life and healing the scars of divorce
there are more than twenty million stepfamilies in america for most of them the simple daily issues that challenge
every family are even more anxiety provoking after conducting a comprehensive nine year long study funded by
the national institutes of health dr james h bray has written an invaluable book that explains why over half of all
stepfamilies fail and reveals the strategies that help the others succeed a stepfamily is assaulted on all sides by
difficult and often divisive questions how much control should a stepparent have over a stepchild how much
authority should a nonresidential parent exert over a child how should a difficult former spouse be handled how
does an ours baby change the emotional dynamic in a stepfamily why is there a lack of honeymoon effect during
the first years of stepfamily life the purpose of stepfamilies is to answer all the important questions of stepfamily
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life to fill in the knowledge gaps that undermine so many stepfamilies today and crucially to learn the effect of
stepfamily life on children based on one of the largest and longest studies of stepfamily life ever conducted
stepfamilies interweaves the stories of real families to illustrate such study findings as how a stepfamily has its
own natural life cycle a stepfamily takes several years to develop into a family unit a stepfamily is at greatest risk
during the first two years a stepfamily ultimately coalesces into one of three forms a stepfamily must solve four
basic tasks in order to succeed a stepfamily can help heal the scars of divorce filled with emotional gripping
stories bray s findings pinpoint the three major transitions in stepfamily life and identify the riskiest issues that
can throw a family into crisis bray is the first to identify the several distinct forms that stepfamilies take and to
explore which types of stepfamilies are more vulnerable than others and why he also describes the natural life
cycle of stepfamilies and basic tasks all stepfamilies must undertake to succeed with a wealth of insight into the
positive effects of remarriage bray shows how a loving well functioning stepfamily can lessen the trauma of
divorce and restore a child s and family s sense of security most stepparents remarry with the highest hopes and
new resolutions for a better life never before have their unique needs been addressed in depth through insightful
case studies and practical advice stepfamilies reveals how a strong stable stepfamily is as capable as a nuclear
family of nurturing healthy development of imbuing values of setting limits and boundaries and of providing a
structure in which rules for living a moral and productive life are transmitted tested rebelled against and
ultimately affirmed bray s positive message and fascinating findings many of which defy intuition will put
stepfamilies on the road to lifelong harmony

do stepfamilies experience greater levels of stressors than first families do they also experience more negative
manifestations of stress find the latest research on these questions and more in this groundbreaking exploration
of the complex factors and dynamics that make up stepfamilies the stepfamily puzzle fills a gap in research that
has not kept pace with the rapid growth of interest in this subject it sets some of the pieces of the stepfamily
puzzle into an intergenerational framework that includes the roles of grandparents parent child interactions the
struggles to define boundaries and achieve marital intimacy and the underlying effects of financial support on
stepfamily well being the stepfamily puzzle compares the effects of stress in stepfamilies and conditions in other
families and reveals that the differences between the two types of families may not be as dramatic as long
assumed it also examines in depth the emotional and financial stressors that impact stepfamilies and how this
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stress is exhibited in family relationships other groundbreaking research presented in this book includes the
closeness of relationships between children and grandparents in stepfamilies as compared to children and
grandparents in first families effects of ongoing attachment to the former spouse on post divorce relationships
stepsibling subsystems a comparison of self esteem and behavior problems of stepchildren and children in other
family structures social support received by children in stepmother stepfather and intact families quality of
stepfather adolescent relationships effect of child support on stepfamily satisfaction therapists attorneys and
those interested in the numerous therapeutic and psychoeducational programs self help groups and trade
literature available on stepfamily relationships will find the stepfamily puzzle a valuable introduction to current
research in this area by presenting the complex variables that interact within stepfamilies this book helps
professionals understand the dynamics behind stepfamily relationships so they can provide effective support and
care

this paper discusses the appropriateness of adoption as a means of establishing the legal status and family
relationships of stepchildren with their stepparents it examines the legal alternatives to adoption and concludes
that an order for guardianship and or custody would better meet the needs of the children involved the author
argues that an adoption order should be made only in exceptional circumstances

the marriage family experience is a realistic look at relationships today these experienced authors will help you
see and understand the underlying issues at work in marriages families and all kinds of relationships real life
cross cultural examples and features that encourage you to look deeper at yourself make the tenth edition
accessible and compelling this is a book you can relate to and one you will want to read the book presents the
latest information on adoptive parenting childbearing patterns gay and lesbian families the meaning of virginity
gender roles and sexuality communication and conflict resolution the influence of popular culture and working
families with thorough and compelling coverage of all kinds of today s families and relationships the book dispels
myths about gender differences and gives you a realistic and comprehensive overview of the concepts and topics
you ll need to succeed in your course

brave new stepfamilies is an excellent treatise on today s families this volume is a welcome addition to the field of
family studies and i highly recommend it jeanne brooks gunn columbia university a thorough balanced tour de
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force frances goldscheider university of marylandbrave new stepfamilies maps the changing landscape of
american stepfamilies taking readers on a tour through the diverse assortment of traditional and not so traditional
stepfamily forms that have emerged in recent years author susan d stewart presents the latest scholarly research
on stepfamilies in an accessible way weaving together predominant theoretical perspectives findings from
research and national surveys and interviews with stepfamily members key features investigates the social and
demographic trends that have irrevocably altered stepfamily life while most books on stepfamilies focus on
divorce and remarriage this book examines recent trends such as couples having children and living together
outside of marriage parents sharing custody of children gay marriage the aging population and increasing racial
and ethnic diversity that provide multiple pathways to stepfamily formation explores a wide range of living
arrangements caregiving and intimacy scenarios this book captures the lived experience of contemporary
americans extending across various household settings this book pays special attention to multihousehold
stepfamilies stepparent adoption stepfamilies with adult stepchildren and african american stepfamilies provides
practical information on the prevalence of stepfamilies in society counting the number of stepfamilies in society is
difficult published estimates are sometimes unreliable this book describes the latest data sources trends in data
collection and data limitations in addition useful information on the legal and practical realities of living as a
stepfamily is provided intended audience this is an excellent text for a variety of advanced undergraduate and
graduate courses on family such as divorce and remarriage stepfamilies family diversity gay and lesbian families
aging and the family african american families and family policy in departments of sociology human development
family studies psychology african american or ethnic studies and public policy

this volume provides extensive coverage and the most up to date information available for students and scholars
in social psychology interpersonal communication family studies clinical psychology counseling and gender
studies
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