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an undergraduate text in american government and politics asking students to critically assess the quality of democracy in the us against an evaluative

standard provided by the authors and presenting a simple analytical framework to help readers understand how the elements of the political system
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during the past decade there has been a series of radical changes to the educational system of england and wales this book argues that any serious study of

these changes has to engage with complex questions about the role of education in a modern liberal democracy were these educational changes informed by

the needs and aspirations of a democratic society to what extent will they promote democratic values and ideals these questions can only be adequately

addressed by making explicit the political ideas and the underlying philosophical principles that have together shaped the english educational system to this

end the book provides a selective history of english education which exposes the connections between decisive periods of educational change and the

intellectual and political climate in which it occurred it also connects the educational policies of the 1980s and 90s to the political ideas of the new right in

order to show how they are part of a broader political strategy aimed at reversing the democratic advances achieved through the intellectual and political

struggles of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries the book proposes that a democratic educational vision can only effectively be advanced by renewing the

struggle for democracy the historical struggle to create forms of education which will empower all citizens to participate in an open pluralistic and

democratic society

this is the ebook of the printed book and may not include any media website access codes or print supplements that may come packaged with the bound

book for courses in american government examine how american democracy is developing the struggle for democracy offers students the tools they need to

critically analyze our political system and make judgments about how well our government works taking a fresh approach to common american government

topics authors edward greenberg and benjamin page provide an analytical framework for understanding how politics and government work and encourage

students to consider the questions how democratic are we and can government do anything well in order to boost student engagement with key concepts the

2016 elections and updates edition incorporates coverage of contemporary issues that dominate today s headlines as well as the most up to date data

democracy a tantalizing myth a relentless scourge or a driving force in an ongoing and uncertain humanity project slogans and oversimplifications are for

cranks pranksters bullies and tyrants democracy should never be overly romanticized to do so is to trivialize it for each of democracy s momentous victories

there are countless minor setbacks and frequent catastrophic defeats so much of democracy s work is thankless tedious and frustrating and the idea of

inevitable progress may be nothing other than a cruelly back slashing double edged myth democracy only thrives when it is scrutinized critically the price of

freedom is still there is something in the human spirit that resists domination and exploitation the question is whether this something is stronger than the

will to dominate and exploit and whether it is stronger than despair the enemies of democracy are many mostly they can be summed up in the impulse to

dominate and exploit but democracy is also threatened by our own complacency and whatever tendency we have toward despair eternal vigilance democracy
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is the exercise of self control of a people over itself in one hopeful view democracy is a force working to advance human civilization it works both in

tandem with and in opposition to the necessity to concentrate great wealth for purposes of investment and display it works both in tandem and in

opposition to the necessity of countering irresponsible or abusive wealth and power the history of human civilization may be understood as a project by

which our species is domesticating itself are we breeding ourselves to become a sullen servile mass destined to be exploited by a tiny elite or are we

painfully culturing self improving communities based on hope equality freedom and compassion and what can we do if anything to influence our crucial fate

any answers lie not just in ourselves they are in our histories our cultures our potentials and our shared imaginings with all their terrors and hopes

democracy and the rule of law are inseparable if often antagonistic collaborative forces in our cultural evolution wherever we are leading ourselves

this book examines how the democratic form and the struggle for democracy reflects influences and shapes the struggle for social emancipation in the

context of increased exploitation rising inequality and intensified struggle for social justice in the aftermath of the economic crisis the channelling of

populism through liberal democratic institutions has had contradictory effects giving rise to both corbyn and brexit sanders and trump syriza and the golden

dawn to name but a few how can we make sense of these developments in response this book approaches the idea of democracy from a socialist

constitutionalist standpoint and explores institutional forms and principles that challenge and aim at the transformation of the extant social order this process

involves the challenging of well established ideas of the liberal viewpoint as well as an unwavering focus on the issue of class rule which enables the

highlighting of limitations of not only mainstream but also heterodox contemporary approaches to constitutionalism and democracy ultimately democracy is

conceived as a process of struggle for creating the conditions material as well as intellectual for its actualisation this significant work of legal and political

theory will be of considerable interest to those working in these areas to make sense of contemporary developments and to further the causes of social

justice and social emancipation

democracy in africa by harry goulbourne

this book introduces readers to the deep political tensions in the asia pacific and offers classroom simulations designed to encourage students to delve deeper

into the issues and dynamics of the region

revolutionaries counter revolutionaries and reformers the world over appeal to democracy to justify their actions but when political factions compete over the

right to act in the people s name who is to decide although the problem is as old as the great revolutions of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries events
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from the arab spring to secession referendums suggest that today it is hardly any closer to being solved this book defends a new theory of democratic

legitimacy and change that provides an answer christopher meckstroth shows why familiar views that identify democracy with timeless principles or

institutions fall into paradox when asked to make sense of democratic founding and change solving the problem he argues requires shifting focus to the

historical conditions under which citizens work out what it will mean to govern themselves in a democratic way the only way of sorting out disputes

without faith in progress is to show in socratic fashion that some parties claims to speak for the people cannot hold up even on their own terms meckstroth

builds his argument on provocative and closely argued interpretations of plato kant and hegel suggesting that familiar views of them as foundationalist

metaphysicians misunderstand their debt to a method of radical doubt pioneered by socrates recovering this tradition of antifoundational argument requires

rethinking the place of german idealism in the history of political thought and opens new directions for contemporary democratic theory the historical and

socratic theory of democracy the book defends makes possible an entirely new way of approaching struggles over contested notions of progress popular

sovereignty political judgment and democratic change

even before the outbreak of the covid 19 pandemic the central region faced numerous obstacles to building a stable and prosperous future the region which

encompasses the middle east the horn of africa central asia and south asia has been plagued by economic and political uncertainty amidst dramatic shifts in

the global power structure with the pandemic now exacerbating the volatility in this already fragile region the u s s strategic objectives are rife for re

examination a complicated stew of factors such as weakening of established governance systems the emboldening of extremist individuals and groups through

advances in digital technology the humanitarian crises in afghanistan and syria and the intensification of the great power competition with china and russia

are creating a fertile environment for the growth of violent extremist organizations veos such organizations take advantage of vulnerable aggrieved and

traumatized populations to fuel radicalization recruitment and unrest which further undermine stability and the potential for peace and prosperity while it is

still early to fully understand how the ongoing response to the covid 19 pandemic will impact u s policy this book provides a timely analysis of relevant

dynamics such as popular radicalization digital information ecosystems networks of influence and new capabilities to recognize and prepare for other such

black swan events in the region

how democracy survives explores how liberal democracy can better adapt to the planetary challenges of our time by evolving beyond the westphalian

paradigm of the nation state the authors bring perspectives from africa asia europe latin america and north america their chapters engaging with the concept

of transnational democracy by tracing its development in the past assessing its performance in the present and considering its potential for survival in this
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century and beyond coming from a wide array of intellectual disciplines and policymaking backgrounds the authors share a common conviction that our

global institutions both governments and international organizations must become more resilient transparent and democratically accountable in order to

address the cascading political economic and social crises of this new epoch such as climate change mass migration more frequent and severe natural

disasters and resurgent authoritarianism this book will be relevant for courses in international relations and political science environmental politics and the

preservation of democracy and federalism around the world the open access version of this book available at taylorfrancis com has been made available

under a creative commons attribution non commercial no derivatives 4 0 license thanks to the support of libraries working with knowledge unlatched

knowledgeunlatched org

the namibian constitution makes full provision for education as a fundamental human right and freedom three years into independence as part of the

government s educational policy the education for all policy was launched as a stepping stone to free quality education however inequities have become

widely pronounced within the namibian educational system democracy and education in namibia and beyond debates the education democracy nexus in

namibia and the southern african context it defines and explores the meaning of democracy and related concepts it also looks at what democracy means in

the context of human rights and access to education the ten chapters in this collection interrogate the strengths and limitations of education as an instrument

of social change and question whether or not the namibian educational objectives and practices do develop and help to sustain a democratic culture in

namibia the authors in the collection have drawn material from their own teaching and research experience across the fields of education and social science

in namibia and beyond and present their findings in a pedagogical framework suitable as a challenging text for tertiary students at a time when education is

in crisis especially in south africa where strident calls for free tertiary education and africanisation of the curriculum are spreading like wildfire this book

gives scholarly insight into the history and social conditions that gave rise to our current predicament

adam mayer s military marxism africa s contribution to revolutionary theory 1957 2023 explores african marxist theory and the intellectual merits of afro

maxist schools of thought to show how they have developed and impacted sub saharan africa from the cold war to the present he also discusses the efficacy

of the movements influenced by marxism and how they are contested today through in depth research mayer answers the following questions who were the

african marxist intellectuals what happened to these intellectuals in the 1990s in ngo administered deindustrialized africa how are these theories inspiring

popular rebellions and radical anti western military coups today this book explores how military marxism through its own rich and variegated african theory

has continued to inform and guide the practice of various political movements today
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this textbook is designed to be used by those tackling the complex and challenging issues of security sector reform ssr the questions of what is security and

how can governments deliver it in the most efficient and effective manner are central to this volume the text explores the ways in which security might be

achieved providing readers with the guiding principles of governance and management principles are illustrated through reference to the experiences of

countries engaged in reform of their security institutions allowing the reader to identify continuities and discontinuities in the process of change within the

security sector written by practitioners for practitioners the book provides readers with a framework with which to assess and respond to first second and

third generation issues within ssr all chapters include an introduction to the topic empirical case studies and exercises to encourage readers to reflect upon

their own experiences of governing and managing security this book will be of much interest to students of security studies defence management and defence

policy as well as to practitioners in the field of security management

long on the periphery of both academic research and international attention the countries of the west african sahel currently find themselves at the center of

global concerns over security terrorism migration and conflict since the early 1990s the sahelian states have also been engaged in political struggles over the

construction of democratic institutions edited by leonardo a villalón and abdourahmane idrissa democratic struggle institutional reform and state resilience in

the african sahel addresses a key and little studied question how have the politics of democratization across the francophone sahel shaped processes of state

building and with what effects on the resilience of state institutions starting from the premise that variation in the politics of institution building and

institutional reform although most frequently justified and debated in terms of democratization have differing impact on the construction of resilient states

this book examines these processes in six francophone states of the sahel senegal mauritania mali burkina faso niger and chad the contributors represent a

set of distinguished scholars from across the region many of whom have also been important actors in the struggles they analyze

the complete history of democracy

libraries and the global retreat of democracy focuses on how libraries coordinate their work in political and information literacy and how these efforts can

be improved the recommendations and examples within which will serve as inspiration and motivation to its readers

this book revitalizes the discourse on backsliding democracy and the global rise of autocracy extending the consequences of their changes to a sustainable

future in three sections the book systematically examines diverse pathways leading autocracies to rise and spread worldwide and debates the future

consequences using a multidisciplinary approach the book conceptualizes the rise of autocracy and the backsliding of democracy by studying dictatorship
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authoritarianization processes autocracy s diffusion and populism it reveals the global spread of autocracy and reflects on the challenges this poses to and the

likely impacts on a sustainable future this book is of key interest to scholars and students of autocracy autocratization democracy and democratization

political sociology sustainability and more broadly to international relations and comparative politics
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