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a discerning statement about germany and other nations this book reevaluates for

the general reader and the historian the impact of rapid industrialization the origins

of the world wars the question of war guilt the decade of weimar democracy and

the rise and fall of hitler gatzke looks anew at the economic miracle in west

germany and the consequences of making prosperity the cornerstone of a new republic

one of the most hotly disputed topics in twentieth century history has been germany

s share of responsibility its guilt for the outbreak of the two world wars in this

short penetrating study europe s leading authority on german power politics clarifies

the dispute and offers insight into this central question about modern germany

in this provocative book david calleo surveys german history not to present new

material but to look afresh at the old he argues that recent explanations for

germany s external conflicts have focused on flaws in the country s traditional

political institutions and culture these german centred explanations are convenient

calloe notes for they tend to exonerate others from their responsibilities in bringing

about two world wars namely the american and russian hegemonies in europe as a

result of this approach the big questions in german history are still answered with

the ageing clichés of a generation ago despite the proliferation of german historical

studies throughout professor calleo examines with some scepticism the concept of

germany s uniqueness and its consequences in effect his study stresses the continuing
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relevance of traditional issues among the western states this book he asserts should

be regarded as a modest dissent from the prevailing view that history either began or

ended in 1945

german speaking europe is an array of images that have emerged from varied discourses

about itself and its neighbors and germany and the imagined east revolves around the

exchange of views on and in the vast construct called the east the world has been

divided conceptually in countless ways but the works in this volume treat aspects

of germany as both part of and also separate from any perception of an eastern

border from the former german democratic republic east germany to Österreich whose

name loses its eastern association in the english version austria the east begins

within the very world of the german language but it is also the expanse off to the

right of germany within which essays in this collection treat such political and

cultural distinctions as former yugoslavia romania and russia in eastern europe or

turkey and persia in the near east spreading through india to china and japan in the

far east with a variety of perspectives on literature film philosophy architecture

music and history these essays comprise a multidisciplinary collage that invites

scholars from all departments to explore the wealth of insights german studies has

to offer on east west relations

from west germany s buying free of people from east german prisons to the summit

conversations between kohl and gorbachev from the german minorities in eastern europe

to the bonn government s attitude toward opposition movements such as poland s

solidarity every important facet of the policy of ostpolitik is explored

jonathan wright explores the events discusses rival interpretations and places the

policies of hitler in the context of germany as a whole wright explains that support

rose and fell but nevertheless by december 1941 hitler had succeeded in carrying

germany into a world war for racial empire

the west is a central idea in german public discourse yet historians know surprisingly
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little about the evolution of the concept contrary to common assumptions this

volume argues that the german concept of the west was not born in the twentieth

century but can be traced from a much earlier time in the nineteenth century the west

became associated with notions of progress liberty civilization and modernity it

signified the future through the opposition to antonyms such as russia and the east

and was deployed as a tool for forging german identities examining the shifting

meanings political uses and transnational circulations of the idea of the west sheds

new light on german intellectual history from the post napoleonic era to the cold

war

germany is the most important and powerful country in europe and yet it remains

strangely little understood by itself as much as by the rest of the world it is in a

state of remarkable flux confronting the demons of the past whilst also seeking to

make the west and the east into one country a much greater challenge than it seemed

the coming enlargement of the european union which will bring much of formerly

communist eastern europe into the eu will make germany more pivotal than ever so

what makes this country tick for decades after the second world war the country

remained strongly polluted by the nazi legacy there was little attempt to confront

the past for today s younger generation by contrast nazism was a weird aberration

that they themselves have difficulty in understanding the book will explore those

changes and how german society itself is still in the midst of enormous change the

story takes us through three periods before the poison pre 1933 the poison 1933

45 and the heart of the book the period of coming to terms and the changes that

this period has brought to the shape of the country the coming to terms with the

past overlaps from 1990 onwards with the east west story where mutual

misunderstanding has been rife

a highlight reel of the must know moments across two millennia of world changing

history from the roman age to charlemagne to von bismarck to merkel the shortest

history books deliver thousands of years of history in one riveting fast paced read
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a country both admired and feared germany has been the epicenter of world events

time and again the reformation both world wars the fall of the berlin wall it did

not emerge as a modern nation until 1871 yet today germany is the world s fourth

largest economy and a standard bearer of liberal democracy there s no point

studying the past unless it sheds some light on the present writes james hawes in

this brilliantly concise history that has already captivated hundreds of thousands

of readers it is time now more than ever for us all to understand the real history

of germany the shortest history books deliver thousands of years of history in one

riveting fast paced read

the articles deal with diverse aspects of the changing complex and charged

relationships of germany with the middle east in general and with certain of its

states in particular since the 1830s until the end of the 20th century

after the wall offers a probing look at germany and the germans today five decades

after the end of world war ii and five years after the fall of the berlin wall

revealing the most conflicted powerful promising and dangerously divided country in

europe

the third edition of a history of germany traces the dramatic social cultural and

political tensions in germany since 1918 offers a persuasive interpretation of the

dynamics of twentieth century german history treats german history from 1918 2008

from the perspective of division and reunification covering east and west german

history in equal depth covers the self destructive weimar republic the extremes of

genocide and military aggression in the nazi era the division of the nation in the cold

war and the collapse of communist east germany and unification in 1990 new edition

includes updates throughout especially covering the nazi period and the holocaust a

new chapter on germany since the 1990s and a substantially revised and updated

bibliography

beginning with bismarck s forging of a nation with iron and blood gatzke tells of
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germany s relentless struggle for domination in europe and in the west its defeat in

two world wars its division east germany s travail and west germany s search for

identity as a modern democratic state a discerning statement about germany and

other nations this book reevaluates for the general reader and the historian the

impact of rapid industrialization the origins of the world wars the question of war

guilt the decade of weimar democracy and the rise and fall of hitler gatzke looks

anew at the economic miracle in west germany and the consequences of making

prosperity the cornerstone of a new republic it is to the realities of these german

characteristics as an evolving nation state that gatzke relates american foreign

policy and perceptions he recounts the american fluctuations from favorable to

hostile to friendly as germany s policies and fortunes changed and he places the

division of germany in historical perspective

in germany and the germans from an american point of view price collier offers a

nuanced exploration of german society and culture during a crucial period in its

history through a blend of personal narrative and analytical commentary collier

examines the complexities of the german identity the socio political landscape and the

repercussions of historical events on contemporary german life his literary style

marries engaging prose with rigorous scholarship reflecting a keen observational

capacity that immerses the reader in the intricacies of german societal norms and

values set against the backdrop of early 20th century international relations price

collier an american author with a deep seated interest in european politics and

culture draws from his experiences and encounters to craft this compelling work his

perspective is imbued with an understanding of the contrasts between american and

german societies allowing him to dissect the stereotypes and misconceptions prevalent

in his time collier Äôs insights are shaped by his extensive travels and interactions

making him an astute commentator on the dialogue between emerging american ideals

and established european traditions this enlightening book is recommended for anyone

seeking to bridge the gap between american and german perspectives particularly
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scholars students and general readers interested in the sociocultural dynamics of the

era collier s balanced approach enriches the understanding of german identity while

inviting reflection on broader themes of nationalism and cross cultural exchange

a magisterial history of the jews in nazi germany and the regime s policies towards

them in the years prior to world war ii and the holocaust written by arguably the

world s leading scholar on the subject himself a survivor friedlander has been a

leading figure in holocaust studies for decades and this book represents a definitive

summing up of his research and that of hundreds of other historians nazi germany and

the jews the years of persecution is perhaps the richest examination of the subject

yet written and crucially one that never loses sight of the experiences of individuals

in its discussion of nazi politics and the terrible statistics and technological and

administrative sophistication of the final solution

includes pictures includes online resources and a bibliography for further reading from

stettin in the baltic to trieste in the adriatic an iron curtain has descended across

the continent behind that line lie all the capitals of the ancient states of central

europe and eastern europe warsaw berlin prague vienna budapest belgrade bucharest

and sofia all these famous cities and the populations around them lie in what i must

call the soviet sphere and all are subject in one form or another not only to

soviet influence but to a very high and in some cases increasing measure of control

from moscow winston churchill 1946 in the wake of world war ii the european

continent was devastated and the conflict left the soviet union and the united

states as uncontested superpowers this ushered in over 45 years of the cold war

and a political alignment of western democracies against the communist soviet bloc

that produced conflicts pitting allies on each sides fighting even as the american and

soviet militaries never engaged each other though it never got hot the cold war was

a tense era until the dissolution of the ussr and nothing symbolized the split more

than the berlin wall which literally divided the city berlin had been a flashpoint even

before world war ii ended and the city was occupied by the different allies even as
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the close of the war turned them into adversaries after the soviets blockade of

west berlin was prevented by the berlin airlift the eastern bloc and the western

powers continued to control different sections of the city and by the 1960s east

germany was pushing for a solution to the problem of an enclave of freedom within

its borders west berlin was a haven for highly educated east germans who wanted

freedom and a better life in the west and this brain drain was threatening the

survival of the east german economy the history of east germany was a remarkable

one from its chaotic origins through its ossification as a stalinist regime until the

country collapsed along with the berlin wall conversely west germany became one of

the most stable and prosperous states in europe during the cold war in many ways

the legacy of the split is still around today the west germans honestly confronted

its brutal past and competently absorbed the far poorer soviet satellite east

germany upon the reunification of germany in 1990 this of course was not at all

certain or obvious when the allies beat back the nazis at the end of the war in

1945 but far from making the same mistakes the allied powers made after world war

i the allies opted to mold west germany as a liberal democratic state that would

achieve prosperity and renounce war with that said germany is still marked by the

division and in some respects the old frontier still represents different expectations

social conditions and worldviews germany and the cold war the history and legacy

of the divide between east germany and west germany examines how the country was

split and how both countries marked the epicenter of the cold war in the wake of

world war ii along with pictures and a bibliography you will learn about germany

during the cold war like never before
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