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Conrad  Fischer  100  Cases  Of  Medical  Ethics  conrad  fischer  100  cases  of  medical
ethics  is  a  comprehensive  collection  that  serves  as  an  invaluable  resource  for
healthcare  professionals,  students,  and  ethicists  alike.  This  book  offers  a  detailed
exploration of real-world ethical dilemmas encountered in clinical practice, providing
a systematic  approach to  understanding and resolving complex moral  issues in
medicine. Through its extensive case studies, it emphasizes critical thinking, ethical
reasoning,  and  decision-making  skills,  fostering  a  deeper  understanding  of  the
principles that underpin medical ethics. In this article, we delve into the core themes,
key cases, and educational value of Conrad Fischer’s "100 Cases of Medical Ethics,"
exploring  how  it  shapes  ethical  practice  in  healthcare.  ---  Overview  of  Conrad
Fischer's "100 Cases of Medical Ethics" Purpose and Audience Conrad Fischer’s "100
Cases of Medical Ethics" aims to: Enhance the understanding of ethical principles in
medicine Provide practical examples to prepare healthcare providers for real-world
dilemmas Support medical education by illustrating common and complex ethical
issues  Encourage  reflective  practice  and  ethical  reasoning  The  book  is  primarily
designed for medical students, residents, practicing physicians, and ethicists who
seek  to  strengthen  their  ability  to  navigate  moral  conflicts.  Format  and  Approach
Each case in the book follows a structured format: Case Presentation: A detailed
description of the clinical scenario1. Discussion of Ethical Principles: Analysis rooted
in  autonomy,  beneficence,  non-2.  maleficence,  and  justice  Legal  and  Cultural
Considerations:  Relevant  laws,  policies,  and  cultural  factors3.  influencing  decision-
making Resolution and Lessons: Suggested approaches and key takeaways4. This
systematic approach ensures that readers grasp the multifaceted nature of each
dilemma  and  develop  nuanced  solutions.  ---  2  Core  Themes  in  Medical  Ethics
Illustrated by the Cases Autonomy and Informed Consent Many cases explore the
delicate  balance  between  respecting  patient  autonomy  and  ensuring  beneficence.
Scenarios  often  involve:  Patients  refusing  treatment  despite  medical  advice
Questions  about  capacity  and  decision-making  ability  Informed  consent  for
procedures  and  research  These  cases  highlight  the  importance  of  clear
communication  and  assessing  patient  competency.  Beneficence  and  Non-
Maleficence A significant number of cases deal with the physician's duty to act in the
patient's best interests while minimizing harm. Examples include: Deciding when to
withhold or  withdraw life-sustaining treatments Managing experimental  therapies
with uncertain outcomes Addressing potential side effects and risks of interventions
The cases emphasize ethical judgment in balancing potential benefits against harms.
Justice and Fair Allocation of Resources Resource allocation becomes a prominent
theme,  especially  in  scenarios  involving:  Scarcity  of  organs  for  transplantation
Distribution of limited medicines or ICU beds Prioritizing patients during public health
crises These cases challenge providers to consider fairness,  equity,  and societal
needs.  Confidentiality  and  Privacy  Cases  frequently  examine  the  limits  of
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confidentiality,  such  as:  Sharing  information  with  family  members  Handling
disclosures  about  contagious  diseases  Maintaining  confidentiality  in  digital  records
They stress the importance of trust and legal obligations. 3 End-of-Life Decision
Making Many cases revolve around patients nearing death, addressing issues like:
Do-not-resuscitate (DNR) orders Allowing natural death versus aggressive treatment
Advance directives and living wills These dilemmas require sensitivity and respect for
patient wishes. --- Key Cases and Ethical Dilemmas Explored in the Book Case 1:
Refusal of Treatment by an Adult Patient This scenario involves a competent patient
refusing life-saving treatment. The discussion centers on respecting autonomy while
considering  beneficence.  It  raises  questions  such  as:  How  should  healthcare
providers navigate patients'  right to refuse care? What if  the refusal  endangers
others or public health? The case emphasizes the importance of informed refusal and
documenting consent processes. Case 2: Pediatric Consent and Parental Authority
This case explores dilemmas when parents refuse treatment for their  child.  Key
issues  include:  Assessing  the  child's  capacity  to  participate  in  decision-making
Balancing  parental  rights  with  the  child's  best  interests  Legal  thresholds  for
overriding parental  decisions It  illustrates the tension between respecting family
autonomy and protecting vulnerable minors. Case 3: End-of-Life Care and Do-Not-
Resuscitate Orders This scenario involves a terminally ill patient with an advance
directive  requesting  no  resuscitation.  Ethical  questions  include:  When  is  it
appropriate  to  honor  DNR orders?  How to  handle  disagreements  among family
members and care teams? The role of palliative care in respecting patient dignity
The case underscores the importance of communication and respecting patient 4
autonomy. Case 4: Allocation of Scarce Resources During a Pandemic This case
examines  prioritization  criteria  during  resource  shortages,  such  as  ventilators.
Central  themes are:  Criteria  for  triage and fair  allocation  Addressing disparities
among  different  populations  Legal  and  ethical  frameworks  guiding  decisions  It
highlights societal responsibilities and ethical fairness in crisis situations. Case 5:
Confidentiality in the Digital Age A patient’s health record is hacked, risking breach
of confidentiality. The discussion focuses on: Legal obligations to protect patient data
Balancing transparency with security Ethical implications of electronic health records
This case stresses the evolving nature of privacy concerns in modern medicine. ---
Educational Value and Practical Applications Developing Critical Thinking Skills The
cases challenge learners to:  Identify  relevant ethical  principles Analyze complex
situations systematically Consider cultural, legal, and personal factors By engaging
with  realistic  dilemmas,  learners  develop  nuanced  judgment.  Enhancing
Communication and Negotiation Many cases require discussing sensitive issues with
patients  and  families.  Skills  emphasized  include:  Active  listening  Empathy  and
cultural  competence  Clear  explanation  of  risks,  benefits,  and  options  Effective
communication  fosters  trust  and  ethical  clarity.  5  Preparing  for  Certification  and
Exams "100 Cases of Medical Ethics" is a valuable resource for exam preparation,
especially  for:  Medical  licensing  exams  Board  certifications  Ethics  courses  and
continuing medical education Its case-based approach aligns well with test formats
that  assess  ethical  reasoning.  Fostering  Reflective  Practice  The  book  encourages
healthcare  providers  to  reflect  on  their  values,  biases,  and  decision-  making
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processes,  promoting  ethical  mindfulness  in  daily  practice.  ---  Conclusion:  The
Significance of Conrad Fischer's "100 Cases of Medical Ethics" Conrad Fischer’s "100
Cases of Medical Ethics" stands as a cornerstone educational resource that bridges
theory and practice in medical ethics. Its comprehensive array of cases offers insight
into the moral complexities faced by healthcare providers, fostering skills necessary
for compassionate, fair, and ethically sound practice. By systematically addressing
core principles and real-world dilemmas, the book prepares clinicians to navigate the
challenging moral  landscape of  modern medicine.  Ultimately,  it  emphasizes that
ethical competence is essential for delivering high-quality, patient-centered care and
upholding  the  integrity  of  the  medical  profession.  QuestionAnswer  What  is  the
primary focus of 'Conrad Fischer 100 Cases of Medical Ethics'? The book focuses on
presenting real-world medical ethics cases to help healthcare professionals develop
ethical reasoning and decision-making skills. How can 'Conrad Fischer 100 Cases of
Medical Ethics' benefit medical students? It provides practical scenarios that enhance
understanding of ethical principles, improve clinical judgment, and prepare students
for ethical  dilemmas in practice. Are the cases in 'Conrad Fischer 100 Cases of
Medical Ethics' based on real incidents? Yes, most cases are drawn from real or
realistic clinical situations to facilitate practical learning and ethical analysis. Does
the book cover  contemporary ethical  issues in  medicine? Yes,  it  includes cases
related to current topics like end-of-life care, patient autonomy, confidentiality, and
healthcare disparities. 6 Is 'Conrad Fischer 100 Cases of Medical Ethics' suitable for
advanced  practitioners?  Absolutely,  it  is  useful  for  students,  residents,  and
experienced clinicians seeking to deepen their understanding of medical ethics. How
are the cases in the book organized? They are typically organized by themes or
topics  such  as  consent,  confidentiality,  resource  allocation,  and  professionalism  to
facilitate focused learning. Can the book be used as a study resource for medical
ethics exams? Yes, its case-based approach makes it an excellent resource for exam
preparation  and  for  developing  critical  thinking  skills.  Does  the  book  provide
guidance on resolving ethical dilemmas? While it presents cases and encourages
reflection,  it  also  offers  frameworks  and  principles  to  help  guide  ethical  decision-
making. Is 'Conrad Fischer 100 Cases of Medical Ethics' accessible for non-ethics
specialists?  Yes,  it  is  written  in  a  clear,  straightforward  manner  suitable  for
healthcare providers from various backgrounds. Where can I  purchase or access
'Conrad Fischer 100 Cases of Medical Ethics'? The book is available through major
online retailers like Amazon, medical bookstores, and possibly in digital or e-book
formats  for  easy  access.  Conrad  Fischer  100  Cases  of  Medical  Ethics:  A
Comprehensive Review of Ethical Dilemmas in Medicine Conrad Fischer's "100 Cases
of Medical Ethics" stands as a seminal resource in the realm of medical education,
offering a nuanced exploration of the complex ethical dilemmas faced by clinicians.
As  medicine  advances  technologically  and  ethically,  understanding  these  cases
becomes essential not only for students and healthcare professionals but also for
policymakers and ethicists. This article endeavors to provide an in-depth review of
Fischer's collection, analyzing its structure, thematic content, educational value, and
the broader implications for  ethical  practice in medicine.  Introduction to Conrad
Fischer and the Significance of Medical Ethics Who Is Conrad Fischer? Conrad Fischer
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is a renowned medical educator, author, and physician known for his contributions to
medical examination preparation and clinical reasoning. His work emphasizes clarity,
practical application, and ethical awareness, making complex topics accessible to
diverse  audiences.  His  "100  Cases  of  Medical  Ethics"  exemplifies  this  approach,
distilling  intricate  moral  challenges  into  relatable  scenarios.  The  Importance  of
Medical Ethics Today In an era characterized by rapid technological innovation—such
as  AI  diagnostics,  genetic  editing,  and  data  privacy—the  ethical  landscape  of
medicine is more complex than ever. Conrad Fischer 100 Cases Of Medical Ethics 7
Physicians are called upon not only to diagnose and treat but also to navigate moral
quandaries  that  influence  patient  trust,  legal  compliance,  and  societal  norms.
Fischer's collection helps prepare healthcare professionals to confront these issues
thoughtfully and responsibly. Structure and Content of "100 Cases of Medical Ethics"
Organization  of  Cases  The  book  is  organized  into  100  distinct  cases,  each
representing a real-world or hypothetical ethical dilemma. These cases are grouped
thematically, covering areas such as: - Patient autonomy and informed consent -
Confidentiality and privacy -  End-of-life decisions -  Resource allocation and justice -
Professional  boundaries  and  misconduct  -  Cultural  competence  and  diversity  -
Emerging technological challenges This thematic segmentation facilitates targeted
learning  and  allows  readers  to  focus  on  specific  areas  of  ethical  concern.  Case
Presentation Format Each case is presented with: - A brief scenario description - Key
ethical  questions raised -  Relevant legal  and professional  guidelines -  Analytical
commentary from Fischer - Often, multiple-choice questions or discussion prompts
This structure encourages active engagement, critical thinking, and application of
ethical principles rather than passive reading. Major Ethical Themes and Lessons in
Fischer’s Cases Patient Autonomy and Informed Consent Many cases highlight the
delicate balance between respecting patient choices and ensuring they are well-
informed. For example, Fischer discusses scenarios where patients refuse life-saving
treatment,  exploring  the  physician's  duty  to  respect  autonomy versus  beneficence.
Key lessons include: - The importance of clear communication - Recognizing the
limits of informed consent - Handling situations where cultural or personal beliefs
influence  medical  decisions  Confidentiality  and  Privacy  Cases  often  examine
breaches  of  confidentiality,  whether  accidental  or  deliberate,  emphasizing  the
importance of  trust  and legal  obligations.  Lessons include:  -  When disclosure is
ethically permissible or obligatory - Managing confidentiality in the context of family
or third parties - The impact of electronic health records on privacy Conrad Fischer
100 Cases Of Medical Ethics 8 End-of-Life Care and Decision-Making Fischer's cases
explore dilemmas surrounding do-not-resuscitate (DNR) orders, terminal sedation,
and  physician-assisted  death,  prompting  reflection  on  moral,  legal,  and  emotional
factors. Critical insights: - Navigating patient autonomy versus family wishes - The
role  of  advanced  directives  -  Ethical  considerations  in  palliative  care  Resource
Allocation and Justice With scarce resources such as ICU beds or organ transplants,
cases address how to prioritize care ethically. Key points: - Principles of justice and
fairness - Triage protocols - Ethical challenges in global health disparities Professional
Boundaries  and  Misconduct  Cases  highlight  the  importance  of  maintaining
professionalism,  recognizing  conflicts  of  interest,  and  avoiding  misconduct  such  as
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sexual harassment or fraud. Lessons include: - Recognizing inappropriate behavior -
Strategies for reporting and addressing misconduct - Cultivating a culture of integrity
Cultural Competence and Diversity In increasingly multicultural societies, respecting
diverse  beliefs  and  practices  is  crucial.  Important  considerations:  -  Navigating
religious  or  cultural  objections  -  Providing  equitable  care  across  populations  -
Avoiding  biases  and  stereotypes  Technological  and  Future  Challenges  Fischer
anticipates emerging dilemmas posed by genetic editing, AI diagnostics, and data
security, encouraging proactive ethical reasoning. Key themes: - Consent in the age
of  genetic  modification  -  Data  privacy  in  digital  health  -  Ethical  use  of  artificial
intelligence Educational Value and Pedagogical Approach Case-Based Learning and
Critical  Thinking  Fischer’s  methodology  emphasizes  case-based  learning,  which
promotes active engagement and mirrors real clinical decision-making. By dissecting
each scenario, readers develop analytical skills and moral reasoning. Integration of
Legal and Ethical Guidelines The book integrates professional codes, legal statutes,
and ethical principles (beneficence, non-maleficence, autonomy, justice), providing a
comprehensive framework for analysis. Conrad Fischer 100 Cases Of Medical Ethics 9
Discussion  Prompts  and  Self-Assessment  Many  cases  include  questions  that
challenge readers to consider alternative perspectives, prioritize ethical principles,
and  justify  their  choices,  fostering  reflective  practice.  Broader  Implications  for
Medical  Practice Enhancing Ethical  Competence By dissecting complex dilemmas
systematically,  Fischer’s  cases  serve  as  valuable  tools  for  developing  ethical
competence,  a  core  component  of  professionalism.  Supporting  Policy  and
Institutional Ethics Insights from these cases can inform institutional policies, ethics
committee  deliberations,  and  continuing  medical  education  programs.  Fostering
Empathy  and  Patient-Centered  Care  Understanding  ethical  issues  deepens
physicians’  empathy  and  sensitivity,  ultimately  improving  patient  trust  and
satisfaction.  Critiques  and  Limitations  of  "100  Cases  of  Medical  Ethics"  While
Fischer’s collection is widely praised, some critiques include: - Contextual Variability:
Cases may reflect specific cultural or legal contexts, limiting their universality. - Lack
of Depth in Some Cases: Due to brevity, some dilemmas might oversimplify complex
issues. - Evolving Ethical Standards: Rapid technological advances may outpace the
cases'  relevance,  requiring ongoing updates.  Despite these,  the book remains a
cornerstone in medical ethics education. Conclusion: The Continuing Relevance of
Fischer’s  Cases  Conrad  Fischer's  "100  Cases  of  Medical  Ethics"  offers  a  robust,
nuanced, and practical framework for understanding the moral fabric of medicine. Its
case-based approach fosters  critical  thinking,  moral  sensitivity,  and professional
integrity. As medicine continues to evolve amidst new technological frontiers and
societal expectations, such resources are vital for preparing clinicians to navigate
ethical  challenges  confidently  and  compassionately.  Ultimately,  Fischer’s  collection
underscores that ethical practice is not merely adherence to rules but an ongoing
moral dialogue—an essential aspect of the art and science of medicine. medical
ethics, Conrad Fischer, 100 cases, clinical ethics, medical decision-making, bioethics,
healthcare ethics, ethical dilemmas, medical training, ethics case studies

Methods in Medical EthicsPatient's Interest FirstA code of medical ethicsMedical



Conrad Fischer 100 Cases Of Medical Ethics

6 Conrad Fischer 100 Cases Of Medical Ethics

EthicsMedical Ethics and LawCode of Medical Ethics Adopted by the American
Medical AssociationPrinciples of Medical EthicsPrinciples of Medical EthicsA Lecture
on the Code of Medical Ethics Delivered Before the Students' Medical Social Science
Association, Dec. 15, 1885Medical Ethics and HumanitiesMedical EthicsHistorical
Dictionary of Medical EthicsMedical EthicsEthics in MedicineA Short History of Medical
EthicsMedical Ethics and Etiquette: the Code of Ethics Adopted by the American
Medical AssociationChoosing Life, Choosing DeathThomas Percival’s Medical Ethics
and the Invention of Medical ProfessionalismPrinciples of Medical EthicsThe American
Medical Ethics Revolution Jeremy Sugarman Arthur M. Lim Jukes De Styrap Michael
Dunn Dominic Wilkinson American Medical Association John Paulinus Kenny American
Medical Association George Edward Frothingham Frederick Adolf Paola Robert M.
Veatch Laurence B. McCullough Raimondo G. Russo Shabih H. Zaidi Albert R. Jonsen
Austin Flint Charles Foster Laurence B. McCullough Robert Baker
Methods in Medical Ethics Patient's Interest First A code of medical ethics Medical
Ethics Medical Ethics and Law Code of Medical Ethics Adopted by the American
Medical Association Principles of Medical Ethics Principles of Medical Ethics A Lecture
on the Code of Medical Ethics Delivered Before the Students' Medical Social Science
Association, Dec. 15, 1885 Medical Ethics and Humanities Medical Ethics Historical
Dictionary of Medical Ethics Medical Ethics Ethics in Medicine A Short History of
Medical Ethics Medical Ethics and Etiquette: the Code of Ethics Adopted by the
American Medical Association Choosing Life, Choosing Death Thomas Percival’s
Medical Ethics and the Invention of Medical Professionalism Principles of Medical
Ethics The American Medical Ethics Revolution Jeremy Sugarman Arthur M. Lim Jukes
De Styrap Michael Dunn Dominic Wilkinson American Medical Association John
Paulinus Kenny American Medical Association George Edward Frothingham Frederick
Adolf Paola Robert M. Veatch Laurence B. McCullough Raimondo G. Russo Shabih H.
Zaidi Albert R. Jonsen Austin Flint Charles Foster Laurence B. McCullough Robert
Baker

twenty four american specialists provide descriptions of techniques critiques and
notes on resources and training on a variety of methods used in medical ethics
individual  chapters  are devoted to  each of  11 methods philosophy religion and
theology professional codes legal methods casuistry history qualitative ethnographic
quantitative surveys experimental  methods and economics and decision science
discussion includes how these methods can relate to one another and how to assess
the  quality  of  scholarship  in  medical  ethics  in  connection  with  such  issues  as
physician assisted suicide euthanasia and medical genetics for scholars teachers
editors and students in all disciplines contributing to the field c book news inc

many of the challenges of medical ethics today were nonexistent during the time
when hippocrates wrote his famous oath in an increasingly complex world many
more new ethical issues will impact on the practice of medicine in the 21st century
quality  care  growing  patient  demand  high  technology  the  definition  of  death  and
controversies relating to the right to live and the right to die in addition there will be
questions raised with regard to issues and practices such as research on embryos
genetic engineering experiments on animals and clinical trials and the problems of
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limited medical resources these can lead to grave dilemmas causing uncertainty and
confusion in the medical profession this book is based on the lectures and essays on
medical ethics by a number of leading singapore doctors it records the thoughts of
the leaders on medical ethics and discusses a range of important and controversial
issues it will be a valuable reference for medical students as well as interesting and
informative reading for both the professional and the lay reader

the issue of medical ethics from thorny moral questions such as euthanasia and the
morality of killing to political questions such as the fair distribution of health care
resources is rarely out of today s media this area of ethics covers a wide range of
issues  from  mental  health  to  reproductive  medicine  as  well  as  including
management issues such as resource allocation and has proven to hold enduring
interest for the general public as well as the medical practitioner this very short
introduction provides an invaluable tool with which to think about the ethical values
that lie at the heart of medicine this new edition explores the ethical reasoning we
can use to approach medical ethics introducing the most important tools of ethical
reasoning and discussing how argument thought experiments and intuition can be
combined in the consideration of medical ethics considering its practical application
tony  hope  and  michael  dunn  explore  how  medical  ethics  supports  health
professionals through the growing use of ethics expertise in clinical settings they also
contemplate the increasingly important place of medical ethics in the wider social
context particularly in this age of globalization not only in healthcare practice but
also policy discussions in the media pressure group and activism settings and in legal
judgments about the series the very short introductions series from oxford university
press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area these pocket sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly our expert authors
combine facts analysis perspective new ideas and enthusiasm to make interesting
and challenging topics highly readable

this is a short textbook of ethics and law aimed primarily at medical students the
book is in two sections the first considers general aspects of ethics in the context of
medicine the second section covers the topics identified in the consensus agreement
the content of medical law is not intended to be comprehensive and relates very
much to the ethical issues the law will be updated throughout including consent in
light of mental capacity act mental health law in light of mental health act end of life
depending  on  outcome  of  burke  case  and  the  passage  of  the  joffe  bill  assisted
reproduction in light of expected changes in hfea new guidelines to be added the
guidelines and processes around medical research are under review and likely to
develop and change gmc guidelines are under continual revision the burke case in
particular  may  have  direct  impact  but  it  is  also  likely  that  the  confidentiality
guidelines will undergo revision particularly in view of the increasing importance of
genetic data the new legal aspects outlined above will require some changes to the
ethical  analysis  the  ethical  issues  of  new  technology  will  be  included  cloning
transgenesis and chimera i e forming organisms from more than one species and
stem cells resource allocation ethics is moving on to examining a wider range of
issues than covered in the first edition and this will  be discussed the whole area of
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mental disorder and capacity to consent is an active area of ethical research and the
second edition would cover some of this new work

medical ethics and humanities is a survey of medical ethics and humanities geared
toward physician assistants analyzing important ethics humanities and law topics the
book  explains  the  various  approaches  to  ethical  analysis  and  illustrates  their
application through the use of cases

a collection of readings on topics such as abortion organ transplantation and hiv
valuable for practitioners and students of medical ethics

medical ethics is the disciplined study of medical morality with two goals critically
appraising  current  medical  morality  and  identifying  how it  should  be  improved
medical morality has three components physicians patients communities and policy
makers have beliefs about what is good and bad character and right and wrong
behavior in patient care biomedical research medical education and health policy on
the basis of these beliefs physicians patients communities and policy makers make
judgments  about  how  physicians  ought  to  conduct  themselves  in  patient  care
research education and the formation and implementation of health policy they then
act on their judgments this second edition of historical dictionary of medical ethics
contains a chronology an introduction and an extensive bibliography the dictionary
section has over 1 000 cross referenced entries on ethical reasoning and its key
components medical ethics professional medical ethics and bioethics and topics in
clinical ethics research ethics and healthcare policy ethics this book is an excellent
resource for students researchers and anyone wanting to know more about medical
ethics

medical practitioners have always been expected to abide by certain standards of
conduct and uphold certain values more or less throughout the world in this book
besides discussing specific ethical  issues the author ponders questions such as the
right to life and the integrity of the human person ethics in medicine takes account
of  the  principles  that  underlie  the  best  decisions  particularly  in  unusual
circumstances such as a pandemic many of these are enshrouded in the oaths most
doctors  take  the  hippocratic  oath  is  perhaps  the  best  known  and  has  influenced
numerous others  over  the centuries  however  these principles  and the resulting
conduct  have  taken  different  directions  at  various  moments  in  history  and  in
different  parts  of  the  globe  though  always  primarily  oriented  to  the  protection  of
human  health  the  author  compares  some  interesting  similarities  and  differences
tracing the main social legal and religious attitudes in what has come to be known as
medical  ethics  with  all  its  benefits  to  mankind  alongside  basic  human  dignity  four
main values have been pivotal in medical ethics caring for sick people putting their
well being at the center of concern and doing good not causing harm never making a
patient take risks and never prescribing a doubtful treatment fairness treating all
patients in accordance with their health needs never favoring or neglecting anyone
on the basis of background occupation etc self determination the patient can be
informed about treatments and when possible should approve the prescriptions the
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doctor  must  show empathy respect  for  confidentiality  and responsibility  briefly this
overview of the medical profession s ethics focuses on experience principles aims
virtues and above all the basic rules which in various places through the centuries
have governed the tortuous paths of mankind written byan acclaimed expert in the
field this book is of value for all those working in healthcare and people interested in
its ethics

this book both presents a succinct history of medical ethics and discusses a wide
range  of  important  ethical  dilemmas  in  the  provision  of  modern  health  care  a
synopsis is provided of ethics through the ages and the role of ethics in the evolution
of medicine principles and sources of medical ethics as well as different religious and
secular perspectives are explained ethical concerns in relation to a variety of specific
issues are then examined these issues include for example human experimentation
stem cell  research  assisted  reproductive  technologies  termination  of  pregnancy
rationing of health care euthanasia and quality of life issues the author s many years
of practicing medicine in different cultures and countries and his passion for theology
works  philosophy literature  poetry  history  and anthropology  have  informed and
enriched the contents of this stimulating book

a physician says i have an ethical obligation never to cause the death of a patient
another responds my ethical obligation is to relieve pain even if the patient dies the
current argument over the role of physicians in assisting patients to die constantly
refers to the ethical duties of the profession references to the hippocratic oath are
often heard many modern problems from assisted suicide to accessible health care
raise questions about the traditional ethics of medicine and the medical profession
however few know what the traditional ethics are and how they came into being this
book provides a brief  tour of  the complex story of  medical  ethics evolved over
centuries in both western and eastern culture it sets this story in the social and
cultural  contexts in which the work of  healing was practiced and suggests that
behind the many different perceptions about the ethical duties of physicians certain
themes appear constantly and may be relevant to modern debates the book begins
with the hippocratic medicine of ancient greece moves through the middle ages
renaissance and enlightenment in europe and the long history of indian 7nd chinese
medicine ending as the problems raised modern medical science and technology
challenge the settled ethics of the long tradition

reprint of the original first published in 1883

autonomy is a vital principle in medical law and ethics it occupies a prominent place
in all medico legal and ethical debate but there is a dangerous presumption that it
should have the only vote or at least the casting vote this book is an assault on that
presumption and an audit of autonomy s extraordinary status this book surveys the
main issues in medical law noting in relation to each issue the power wielded by
autonomy  asking  whether  that  power  can  be  justified  and  suggesting  how  other
principles can and should contribute to the law it concludes that autonomy s status
cannot be intellectually or ethically justified and that positive discrimination in favour
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of the other balancing principles is urgently needed in order to avoid some sinister
results this book is a sustained attack on the hegemony of the idea of autonomy in
medical  ethics  and  law  charles  foster  is  no  respecter  of  authority  whether  of
university professors or of law lords he grabs his readers by their lapels and shakes
sense into them through a combination of no nonsense rhetoric and subtle argument
that is difficult to resist tony hope professor of medical ethics oxford university this
book  is  unlikely  to  be  in  pristine  state  by  the  time  you  have  finished  reading  it
whether that is because you have thrown it in the air in celebration or thrown it
across the room in frustration will depend on your perspective but this book cannot
leave you cold it is a powerful polemic on the dominance of autonomy in medical law
which demands a reaction charles foster sets out a powerful case that academic
medical lawyers have elevated autonomy to a status it does not deserve in either
ethical or legal terms in a highly engaging accessible account he challenges many of
the views which have become orthodox within the academic community this will be a
book which demands and will attract considerable debate jonathan herring exeter
college oxford university this is a learned lively and thought provoking discussion of
problems central  to  the  courts  approach to  ethical  issues  in  medical  law what
principles  are  involved  more  significantly  which  really  underlie  and  inform  the
process  of  seeking  justice  in  difficult  cases  charles  foster  persuasively  argues  and
demonstrates that respect for autonomy is but one of a number of ethical principles
which interact and may conflict he also addresses the sensitive issue of the extent to
which thoughts and factors which go to influence legal decisions may not appear in
the  judgments  adrian  whitfield  qc  introducing  the  jake  la  motta  of  medical  ethics
foster is an academic street fighter who has bloodied his hands in the court room he
provides a stinging relentless ground attack on the goliath of medical ethics the
central place of autonomy in liberal medical ethics this is now the first port of call for
those who feel that medical ethics has become autonomized julian savulescu uehiro
chair  in  practical  ethics  university  of  oxford  this  important  book  offers  a  robust
challenge to anyone whether lawyer or ethicist who sees respect for autonomy as
the  only  game  in  town  it  argues  eloquently  and  effectively  that  on  the  one  hand
despite the reverence paid to it by judges in practice the law even in the context of
consent weaves together a number of moral threads of which autonomy is merely
one in the pursuit of a good decision it argues on the other hand that were the day to
day practice of law to be guided primarily by respect for autonomy this would be
wrong foster concludes that whilst any society that does not have laws robustly
protecting autonomy is an unsafe and unhappy one so too would be a society in
which too much emphasis was placed on respect for autonomy at the expense of
other important moral principles this is essential reading for anyone interested in the
role of autonomy and indeed of medical ethics in the law michael parker professor of
bioethics university of oxford

this  book  provides  the  first  comprehensive  historically  based  philosophical
interpretations of two texts of thomas percival s professional ethics in medicine set
in the context of his intellectual biography preceded by his privately published and
circulated  medical  jurisprudence  of  1794  thomas  percival  1740  1804  published
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medical  ethics  in  1803  the  first  book  thus  titled  in  the  global  histories  of  medicine
and medical ethics from his days as a student at the warrington academy and the
medical schools of the universities of edinburgh and leyden percival steeped himself
in the scientific method of francis bacon 1561 1626 mccullough shows how percival
became  a  baconian  moral  scientist  committed  to  baconian  deism  and  dissent
percival  also  drew  on  and  significantly  expanded  the  work  of  his  predecessor  in
professional ethics in medicine john gregory 1724 1773 the result is that percival
should be credited with co inventing professionalism in medicine with gregory to aid
and  encourage  future  scholarship  this  book  brings  together  the  first  time  three
essential percival texts medical jurisprudence medical ethics and extracts from the
medical ethics of dr percival of 1823 the bridge from medical ethics to the 1847 code
of  medical  ethics  on  the  american  medical  association  to  support  comparative
reading this book provides concordances of medical jurisprudence to medical ethics
and  of  medical  ethics  to  extracts  finally  this  book  includes  the  first  chronology  of
percival  s  life  and  works

d from the introduction canadian bulletin of medical history
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