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here is an in depth look at the role myth morality and religion play in j r r tolkien s works such as the
hobbit the lord of the rings and the silmarillion including tolkien s private letters and revealing opinions of

his own work richard 1 purtill brilliantly argues that tolkien s extraordinary ability to touch his readers
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lives through his storytelling so unlike much modern literature accounts for his enormous literary success
this book demonstrates the moral depth in tolkien s work and cuts through current subjectivism and
cynicism about morality a careful reader will find a subtle religious dimension to tolkien s work all the
more potent because it is below the surface purtill reveals that tolkien s fantasy stories creatively
incorporate profound religious and ethical ideas for example purtill shows us how hobbits reflect both the
pettiness of parochial humanity and unexpected heroism purtill author of 19 books effectively addresses
larger issues of the place of myth the relation of religion and morality to literature the relation of tolkien s

work to traditional mythology and the lessons tolkien s work teaches for our own lives

the definitive tolkien companion an indispensable guide to the hobbit the lord of the rings and more from
the author of the road to middle earth this highly erudite celebration and exploration of tolkien s works is
enormous fun declared the houston chronicle and tom shippey a prominent medievalist and scholar of
fantasy deepens your understanding without making you forget your initial purely instinctive response to
middle earth and hobbits in a clear and accessible style shippey offers a new approach to tolkien to fantasy
and to the importance of language in literature he breaks down the lord of the rings as a linguistic feast for
the senses and as a response to the human instinct for myth elsewhere he examines the hobbit s
counterintuitive relationship to the heroic world of middle earth demonstrates the significance of the
silmarillion to tolkien s canon and takes an illuminating look at lesser known works in connection with
tolkien s life furthermore he ties all these strands together in a continuing tradition that traces its roots
back through grimms fairy tales to beowulf shippey s commentary is the best so far in elucidating tolkien
s lovely myth wrote harper s magazine j r r tolkien author of the century is a triumph chicago sun times
that not only gives readers a deeper understanding of tolkien and his work but also serves as an

entertaining introduction to some of the most influential novels ever written

j r r tolkien an orphan in love with words spent most of his life as an unassuming professor of literature at
oxford studying and teaching old languages during his time there he created his very own languages and a
mythological world middle earth middle earth was inhabited by hobbits dwarves elves and other
fascinating creatures it was a world that became almost more real to tolkien than the one he lived in
discover a plethora of topics such as from south africa to the english countryside tolkien s forbidden love
tolkien during world war i years at oxford the hobbit and the lord of the rings late life and death and much

more discover the life of j r r tolkien the brilliant author who created the lord of the rings and transformed
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fantasy literature from middle earth to academic excellence his imagination continues to inspire
generations perfect for fans of epic tales and literary legends get your copy today and journey into the

world of a master storyteller

a stunning curated celebration of the master of worldbuilding featuring a die cut cover foil accents and
original illustrations this perfectly packaged gift book dives into the life and works of the famed fantasy

writer and adds a sophisticated touch to desks and bookshelves bokinfo

several million readers throughout the world have enjoyed the hobbit the lord of the rings and the

silmarillion this is the authorized biography of their creator j r r tolkien

the world of j r r tolkien is one that is inhabited by hobbits dwarves elves wizards and dragons as a young
man tolkien created his very own language and from there he went on to imagine an entire magical world
and its detailed history students will take an in depth and thought provoking look at the hobbit and the
lord of the rings as well as the simarillion which provides the foundation for his classic works the text
includes an insightful analysis of the major themes and characters of the works that continue to fascinate

new generations of readers

a detailed work of reference and scholarship this one volume encyclopedia includes discussions of all the
fundamental issues in tolkien scholarship written by the leading scholars in the field coverage not only
presents the most recent scholarship on j r r tolkien but also introduces and explores the author and
scholar s life and work within their historical and cultural contexts tolkien s fiction and his sources of
influence are examined along with his artistic and academic achievements including his translations of
medieval texts teaching posts linguistic works and the languages he created the 550 alphabetically
arranged entries fall within the following categories of topics adaptations art and illustrations characters in
tolkien s work critical history and scholarship influence of tolkien languages biography literary sources
literature creatures and peoples of middle earth objects in tolkien s work places in tolkien s work reception
of tolkien medieval scholars scholarship by tolkien medieval literature stylistic elements themes in tolkien
s works theological philosophical concepts and philosophers tolkien s contemporary history and culture

works of literature

biography of j r r tolkien delves into the remarkable life of the renowned author of the hobbit and the lord

of the rings from his childhood in south africa to his scholarly pursuits at oxford this comprehensive
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biography explores tolkien s influences creative processes and the personal experiences that shaped his
iconic works readers will discover the profound impact of his experiences during world war i his love for
mythology and his passion for language intertwining his academic achievements with personal anecdotes
the book sheds light on tolkien s enduring legacy in literature and popular culture it also reveals the man
behind the myth offering insights into his faith friendships and family life through detailed research and
engaging storytelling this biography invites fans and newcomers alike to appreciate the depth of tolkien s

imagination and the profound themes that resonate through his timeless stories

the comprehensive collection of letters spanning the adult life of one of the world s greatest storytellers
now revised and expanded to include more than 150 previously unseen letters with revealing new insights

into the hobbit the lord of the rings and the silmarillion

their imaginations have been the genesis of our nightmares the elevation to the fantastic realms of our
dreams and a reflection of our true selves they are four of the most respected genre authors in the last 50
years it s not that these authors are simply best sellers but have in their own ways transformed our culture
and transcended the written word into new media this collection of biographies of j r r tolkien george rr
martin neil gaiman stephen king provide a unique look at their achivements and the inspirations for some

of their most heralded work

as peter jackson s cinematic hobbits set forth 3 minute tolkien celebrates the enduring influence of the
world s most revered fantasy writer it offers a readable absorbing structure dividing j r r tolkien s life and
cultural contribution into 60 neat portions every one digestible in a mere three minutes 20 mini sections
each on life work and influence from a childhood inventing new languages in the sylvan landscape of the
severn valley through a first world war that saw him witness the horrors of the somme to academic
success founded on a passion for old english tales we trace tolkien s life and look at the way in which it
informs his creation of imaginary worlds so intricately mapped that modern readers writers and artists

continue to explore them in a quest for their myths monsters and meaning

this biography introduces readers to j r r tolkien the british author who wrote the hobbit and the lord of the
rings trilogy which includes the two towers the fellowship of the ring and the return of the king readers
will learn about tolkien s journey from his birthplace in south africa to england where he developed an

interest in philology and ancient languages and his career as a professor at oxford university easy to read
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text and full color and historic black and white photos highlight tolkien s childhood education and early

influences checkerboard library is an imprint of abdo publishing company

the birth of modern fantasy in 1930s britain and america saw the development of new literary and film
genres j r 1 tolkien created modern fantasy with the lord of the rings set in a fictional world based upon his
life in the early 20th century british empire and his love of language and medieval literature in small town
texas robert ¢ howard pounded out his own fantasy realm in his conan stories published serially in the
ephemeral pulp magazines he loved jerry siegel created superman with joe shuster and laid the foundation
for perhaps the most far reaching fantasy worlds the universe of dc and marvel comics the work of
extraordinary people who lived in an extraordinary decade this modern fantasy canon still provides source
material for the most successful literary and film franchises of the 21st century modern fantasy speaks to

the human experience and still shows its origins from the lives and times of its creators

this book is a critical introduction to j r r tolkien s the hobbit but it also advances an argument about the
novel in the context of tolkien s larger literary and philosophical project notwithstanding its canonical
place in the fantasy genre the hobbit is ultimately a historical novel it does not refer directly to any real
historical events but it both enacts and conceptualizes history in a way that makes it real drawing on
marxist literary criticism and narrative theory this book examines the form and content of tolkien s work
demonstrating how the heroic romance is simultaneously employed and subverted by tolkien in his tale of
an unlikely hero quite a little fellow in a wide world who nonetheless makes history first time readers of

tolkien as well as established scholars and fans will enjoy this engaging and accessible study of the hobbit

the revered author of the fantasy works the hobbit and the lord of the rings also had a distinguished career
as a professor at oxford university and as a scholar specializing in anglo saxon literature this new edition
is enhanced by a chronology bibliography notes on the contributors and an introductory essay by noted

literary scholar harold bloom book jacket

this is a complete resource for scholars and students of tolkien as well as avid fans with coverage of his
life work dominant themes influences and the critical reaction to his writing an in depth examination of
tolkien s entire work by a cadre of top scholars provides up to date discussion and analysis of tolkien s
scholarly and literary works including his latest posthumous book the fall of arthur as well as addressing

contemporary adaptations including the new hobbit films investigates various themes across his body of
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work such as mythmaking medieval languages nature war religion and the defeat of evil discusses the

impact of his work on art film music gaming and subsequent generations of fantasy writers

with a new introduction by the author peter jackson s film version of j r r tolkien s lord of the rings trilogy
and the accompanying rings related paraphernalia and publicity has played a unique role in the
disemmination of tolkien s imaginative creation to the masses yet for most readers and viewers the
underlying meaning of middle earth has remained obscure bradley birzer has remedied that with this fresh
study in j r r tolkien s sanctifying myth understanding middle earth birzer reveals the surprisingly specific
religious symbolism that permeates tolkien s middle earth legendarium he also explores the social and
political views that motivated the oxford don ultimately situating tolkien within the christian humanist
tradition represented by thomas more and t s eliot dante and ¢ s lewis birzer argues that through the genre
of myth tolkien created a world that is essentially truer than the one we think we see around us everyday a

world that transcends the colorless disenchantment of our postmodern age

the doctorial thesis argues that the term subcreation with its revised and broadened definition in part
differing from j r r tolkien s original term sub creation may be used for the discussion of the making of
fictional worlds in literary discourse the successful conception of a fictional world depends on the reader s
willing suspension of disbelief this depends both on the author and his skilled composition of the world
and all its aspects as well as on the reader s acceptance of this invented fictional world the author needs to
create a narrative with an inner consistency which is crucial to achieving the effect of the reader s
immersion in the fictional world the fundamental aspects that an author needs to realize to achieve
successful subcreation have been structured into and analysed in four categories language and linguistic
variation physiopoeia anthropoeia and mythopoeia furthermore this thesis shows that as contemporary
examples of fantastic literature both tad williams s and terry pratchett s fictional worlds are successfully
created through the realization of these aspects of subcreation apart from commenting on the success of
the subcreative process this thesis also remarks upon the cultural influences both authors include in their
writings while both may be considered anglophone in a general categorization pratchett s discworld retains
a feeling of britishness that is not to be found in williams s otherland the thesis proposes several
approaches to subcreation that may be studied subsequently so for example it may be possible to
determine the success of an author s subcreation by collecting empirical data apart from literary works this

field of studies may also include other media
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this volume is a long overdue contribution to the dynamic but unevenly distributed study of fantasy and j r
r tolkien s legacy in central europe the chapters move between and across theories of cultural and social
history reception adaptation and audience studies and offer methodological reflections on the various
cultural perceptions of tolkien s oeuvre and its impact on twenty first century manifestations they analyse
how discourses about fantasy are produced and mediated and how processes of re mediation shape our
understanding of the historical coordinates and local peculiarities of fantasy in general and tolkien in
particular all that in central europe in an age of global fandom the collection examines the entanglement of
fantasy and central european political and cultural shifts across the past 50 years and traces the ways in
which its haunting legacy permeates and subverts different modes and aesthetics across different domains

from communist times through today s media saturated culture

this book opens up new perspectives on the english fantasy writer j r r tolkien arguing that he was an
influential thinker of utopianism in 20th century fiction and that his scrutiny of utopias can be assessed
through his dialogue with antiquity tolkien s engagement with the ancient world often reflects an interest
in retrotopianism his fictional places cities forests homes draw on a rich post classical narrative
imagination of similar spaces importantly for tolkien such narratives entail eutopian thought experiments
the decline and fall of distinctly classical communities provide an utopian blueprint for future political
restorations the home as oikos becomes a space where an ideal ethical reciprocity between host and guest
can be sought the ancient forest is an ambiguous unsettling site where characters can experience necessary
forms of awakening from these perspectives tokens of platonic moderation augustan restoration homeric
xenophilia and the ovidian material sublime are evident in tolkien s writing likewise his retrotopianism
also always entails a rewriting of ancient narratives in post classical and modern terms this study then
explores how tolkien s use of the classical past can help us to align classical and utopian studies and thus

to reflect on the ranges and limits of utopianism in classical literature and thought
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