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featuring over 1 800 concise definitions of key terms the dictionary of the social
sciences is the most comprehensive authoritative single volume work of its kind with
coverage on the vocabularies of anthropology sociology political science economics
human geography cultural studies and marxism the dictionary is an integrated easy to
use a to z reference tool designed for students and non specialists it examines classic
and contemporary scholarship including basic terms concepts theories schools of
thought methodologies issues and controversies as a true dictionary it also contains
concise jargon free definitions that explain the rich sometimes complex language of
these increasingly visible fields
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the social science encyclopedia first published in 1985 to acclaim from social scientists
librarians and students was thoroughly revised in 1996 when reviewers began to
describe it as a classic this third edition has been radically recast over half the entries
are new or have been entirely rewritten and most of the balance have been
substantially revised written by an international team of contributors the encyclopedia
offers a global perspective on key issues within the social sciences some 500 entries
cover a variety of enduring and newly vital areas of study and research methods
experts review theoretical debates from neo evolutionism and rational choice theory to
poststructuralism and address the great questions that cut across the social sciences
what is the influence of genes on behaviour what is the nature of consciousness and
cognition what are the causes of poverty and wealth what are the roots of conflict wars
revolutions and genocidal violence this authoritative reference work is aimed at anyone
with a serious interest in contemporary academic thinking about the individual in
society

part of a unique series written for access to higher education students this book
addresses those modules covering psychology sociology and ethics

professor duverger at last provides the student with an overall view of the
methodology of the social sciences he briefly traces the origin of the notion of a social
science showing how it emerged from social philosophy its essential elements and pre
conditions are described the splintering of social science into specialist disciplines is
explained and the need for a general sociology confirmed the techniques of
observation used by social scientists are dealt with in some detail and the unity of the
social sciences is illustrated by examples of the universal application of these
techniques documentary evidence in its various forms are described along with the
basic analytical techniques including quantitative methods and content analysis other
methods of gathering information through polls interviews attitude scales and
participant observation are all described professor duverger brings together the
different kinds of analysis used to assess the information thus gathered arguing that
observing and theorizing are not two different stages or levels of research he examines
the practical value and difficulties of general sociological theories partial theories and
models and working hypotheses he both describes and assesses the limitations of
experiment and the scope of comparative methods in the social sciences he then gives
elementary instructions for using and assessing the value of mathematical techniques
the possibilities of presenting social phenomena through graphs and charts are also
explored there are useful book lists and diagrams

according to their critics social scientists rarely ask the right questions and cannot
provide satisfactory answers even to the questions they ask themselves social scientists
often discuss the nature of knowledge in their fields with a notable lack of clarity
explanation and experience in social science by robert brown dispels the confusion with
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cogency and wit it is a systematic sensible and lucid analysis of the nature of the
explanations put forward by social scientists explanation making is first distinguished
from describing and reporting and then classified into different types based on
different kinds of information used the greater part of the book consists in discussion
and examination of these types of explanation and their relationships in which the
usefulness and limitations of each are assessed an extraordinary variety of examples
from contemporary work in all the social sciences is used including the fields of
sociology anthropology psychology history demography political science and
economics the author makes it clear that good social explanation is possible and that it
conforms to the requirements of all good scientific explanation explanation and
experience in social science is of interest to the practicing scientist in fact it is a must
have for any personal or public library with collections in the social sciences most
studies in the philosophy of the sciences natural and social fall into two distinct groups
those written by philosophers for other philosophers and those produced by scientists
for their fellow scientists the aim of this book is to discuss questions of philosophical
interest as they come to be imbedded in the work of social scientists robert brown
received a degree in anthropology at the university of new mexico and did field studies
among american indians before taking up graduate work in anthropology and
philosophy at the university of chicago he has been at the australian national university
as well as a fellow of its institute of advanced studies

this volume offers selected papers exploring issues arising from scientific discovery in
the social sciences it features a range of disciplines including behavioural sciences
computer science finance and statistics with an emphasis on philosophy the first of the
three parts examines methods of social scientific discovery chapters investigate the
nature of causal analysis philosophical issues around scale development in behavioural
science research imagination in social scientific practice and relationships between
paradigms of inquiry and scientific fraud the next part considers the practice of social
science discovery chapters discuss the lack of genuine scientific discovery in finance
where hypotheses concern the cheapness of securities the logic of scientific discovery
in macroeconomics and the nature of that what discovery with the solidarity movement
as a case study the final part covers formalising theories in social science chapters
analyse the abstract model theory of institutions as a way of representing the structure
of scientific theories the semi automatic generation of cognitive science theories and
computational process models in the social sciences the volume offers a unique
perspective on scientific discovery in the social sciences it will engage scholars and
students with a multidisciplinary interest in the philosophy of science and social science

this compact volume covers the main developments in the social sciences since the
second world war chapters on economics human geography political science
psychology social anthropology and sociology will interest anyone wanting short
accessible histories of those disciplines all written by experts in the relevant field they
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will also make it easy for readers to make comparisons between disciplines a final
chapter proposes a blueprint for a history of the social sciences as a whole whereas
most of the existing literature considers the social sciences in isolation from one other
this volume shows that they have much in common for example they have responded
to common problems using overlapping methods and cross disciplinary activities have
been widespread the focus throughout the book is on societal pressures on knowledge
production rather than just theoretical lineages this book is noteworthy because it is the
first book that puts together histories of the main social sciences since world war ii each
written by a discipline specialist enables the readers to realize that what they see as
specific to their own discipline is in fact common to several contains a chapter that
proposes a blueprint for a history of the social sciences as a whole

a succinct readable guide discussing core ideas in social science this second edition of
this respected and successful text includes essential new material covering the
following topics postmodern and feminist approaches the crisis in social science an
overview of the main developments in the philosophy of the social sciences social
science builds on the success of the first edition and moves the discussions forward and
brings up to date the material on the positivist dispute hermeneutic theory and the
critical conception of social science the main developments examined in this text
include the positivist dispute the rise of rationalism and empiricism positivism and
implications of the work of popper and kuhn hermeneutic theory from weber to schutz
and taylor and the critical conception of social science as in marxism adorno and
habermas social science will be of strong interest to undergraduates and
postgraduates in the social sciences as well as to professional researchers working in
the areas of the philosophy of social science the sociology of science and knowledge
and social and political theory

the articles in this volume will stimulate a new effulgence of ideas and a new flurry of
research in the social science disciplines

what is social science does social scientific knowledge differ from other kinds of
knowledge such as the natural sciences and common sense what is the relation
between method and knowledge this concise and accessible book provides a critical
discussion and comprehensive overview of the major philosophical debates on the
methodological foundations of the social sciences from its origins in the sixteenth
century when a new system of knowledge was created around the idea of modernity
the author shows how the philosophy of social science developed as a reflection on
some of the central questions in modernity visions of modernity have been reflected in
the self understanding of the social sciences from the positivist dispute on explanation
vs understanding to controversies about standpoint to debates about constructivism
and realism delanty outlines the major shifts in the philosophy of social science he
argues that social science is an intellectual framework for the transformation of the
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social world the new edition is updated and expanded throughout with the latest
developments in the field including a new chapter on feminist standpoint epistemology
and additional material on neo positivism pragmatism and reflexivity this is one of the
most ambitious and wide ranging texts in recent years on debates on method and the
contemporary situation of social science it is of interest to undergraduate students and
postgraduates as well as to professional researchers with an interest in the philosophy
of the social sciences and social theory

for freshman sophomore level courses in the introduction to social sciences may also
be used in global issues world community introduction to international studies
interdependence courses cutting edge in both perspective and approach this
introduction to the social sciences covers all the traditional social science concepts but
views them through a modern prism using a lively clear style it provides a genuinely
interdisciplinary exploration of contributions from all six social science disciplines
sociology anthropology psychology economics political science geography reflects
contemporary global interdependence offers a post cold war analytical framework and
recognizes the indebtedness of the social sciences to the natural sciences and the
humanities case studies feature film analyses maps and photos highlight important
historical events and concepts throughout

textbook on various fields of social sciences covers history social anthropology
sociology economics government social psychology social theory political ideology
literature and society research methods used

this new edition of an already classic reference work provides students librarians social
scientists and professionals with an invaluable compendium of the entire range of the
social sciences the 500 entries on all of the major issues and concepts in the social
sciences encompass the areas of anthropology business economics education
government and politics law and criminology linguistics psychology social work
sociology women s studies and beyond for anyone concerned with these fields the
social science encyclopedia is a truly essential resource

fully revised with an updated bibliography and new relevant illustrative examples based
on work inspired by critical realism this new edition of explaining society constitutes an
up to date resource connecting methodology theory and empirical research including
discussions of more recent scholarship in the field which connects critical realism with
interdisciplinary research this second edition also clarifies concepts such as
retroduction and retrodiction so as to render them consistent with developments within
critical realism which are covered in a new chapter an accessible account of the nature
of society and social science together with the methods used to study and explain
social phenomena explaining society will appeal to scholars of sociology philosophy
and the social sciences more broadly
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social science in context is one of the first ventures to explore the relationship between
social science and society in historical sociological and global perspective what impact
has the research in these areas had on society how are research fields established and
to what ends social science in context is a compilation of articles by an international
and multidisciplinary group of scholars the authors analyse the practical making and
discursive aspects of social scientific knowledge and examples are drawn from a broad
range of disciplines such as sociology psychology economics and gender studies the
overall aim of the book is to encourage a contextual and reflexive understanding of the
complex relationship between the social sciences and society the bonds of the past and
today are made up by reciprocity and involve key elements such as gender and power
science and politics academic boundaries and global power relations the book should
be of interest to researchers graduate students or anyone else interested in
understanding and reflecting upon the uses roles and functions of social science in
today s globalised world book jacket

revolution in the social sciences centers on integrating knowledge from sociology
psychology anthropology history political science and economics in order to confront
increasing worldwide problems that threaten all of us that integration of knowledge of
human behavior is essential for understanding those problems given their enormous
complexity coupled with the highly specialized nature of the social sciences and their
limited communication across specialized fields it carries further the ideas developed
by the sociological imagination group in the seven books it has published since its
founding in 2000 sociological imagination org beyond sociology s tower of babel
toward a sociological imagination the invisible crisis of contemporary society
understanding terrorism armageddon or evolution bureaucratic culture and escalating
world problems and saving society in addition to visible problems like war and
terrorism with weapons of mass destruction that are becoming ever more threatening
there are relatively invisible problems for example there is an increasing gap between
what people throughout the world want including a decent standard of living and
freedom from patterns of hatred like racism sexism and ageism and what they are in
fact able to get there is then an increasing aspirations fulfillment gap largely produced
by the revolution of rising expectations over the past five centuries political leaders who
attempt to confront problems can only make limited progress on them largely because
of the failure of social scientists to integrate their knowledge and thus yield the
understanding of these complex problems that is required

kim offers an accessible interdisciplinary textbook using systems theory as a
framework to stimulate discussion about how the social sciences develop
understanding of society and its evolution it promotes an integrated view of the social
sciences by proposing politics economics administration and community as the core
areas of society and explains their characteristics how they are moved by what kind of
systems and how they have evolved through their interrelationships this book explains
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how the major areas of operate on certain structures and principles and how they have
developed while maintaining certain relationships with each other the beauty of the
entire field of social sciences lies in understanding society and social sciences as a
whole and the relationships that intertwines it it is unique in that it approaches social
science from an eastern perspective using traditional eastern thought and social
phenomena as examples in its explanations and proposes a methodology for
understanding society that s different to traditional social science textbooks which use
the application of natural science methodology and statistics to understand society
designed for a wide range of students in sociology politics and economics encouraging
interdisciplinary thinking and understanding it is written with citations of classical
writings by social scientists including locke rousseau hobbes mill marx engels proudhon
smith weber durkheim buber myrdal habermas popper hayek putnam and others
through this book readers can gain panoramic insights into how the works of these

social scientists are interconnected
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