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this  textbook  offers  a  critical  introduction  to  the  study  of  africa  drawing  on
scholarship from a range of academic disciplines a comprehensive discussion
of the continent s geography and history provides a backdrop to broad ranging
coverage of its social economic political and cultural composition as well as its
future prospects moreover moving beyond the all too common tendency to
view  africa  as  a  single  homogeneous  entity  graham  provides  a  nuanced
overview  that  challenges  preconceptions  and  stereotypes  written  in  a
sophisticated yet accessible style and supported by a range of pedagogical
features this book introduces undergraduate students from a range of different
disciplinary backgrounds to the contemporary study of africa

60  years  after  independence  african  nations  still  find  it  difficult  to  face  a
number of challenges from establishing meaningful democratic institutions to
establish social structures centered on the advancement of gender equality
this  volume  approaches  these  contemporary  african  challenges  while
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combating  a  reflexive  and  facile  afro  pessimism

this book explains how and why cities on the african continent have grown at
such a  rapid  pace how municipal  authorities  have tried to  cope with  this
massive  influx  of  people  and  how  long  time  urban  residents  and  newcomers
interact  negotiate  and  struggle  over  access  to  limited  resources

in our globalized world diseases originating in africa have become worldwide
concerns  health  in  contemporary  africa  examines  the  illnesses  that  affect
people around the continent as well as the challenges countries face due to
current infrastructure the book traces the transmission of disease and medical
interventions  while  looking  ahead  to  cutting  edge  technology  and  new
advances poised to improve lives around africa

part one addresses theological foundations the five essays in this section deal
with the bible theology and ecumenism the subjects of theological methods
contextual  hermeneutics  and  appropriate  curriculum  are  given  special
attention of course even foundational issues cannot be discussed in a vacuum
and so each of the essays addresses these foundational subjects in the light of
african realities part two deals with contemporary issues it is particularly in this
section that the traditional themes in african theology have been somewhat
displaced by concerns which are today very pressing indeed three essays are
devoted to the question of hiv aids this disease which has devastated the
african continent demands a theological and practical response from those who
claim to follow jesus christ if the churches do not respond to this crisis with
energy and determination we should not be surprised if the next generation
wonders whether the gospel has the power which we claim that it has two
essays address the question of islam and muslim christian relations in africa
the resurgence of islam in the world today is a concern of many for those who
believe in jesus this is a challenge which demands much wisdom and love how
should  we  respond  to  our  muslim  neighbours  what  are  appropriate  and
thoughtful ways to share the love of christ two further essays appear under the
title of the marginalized this could of course be a much large section those who
suffer from aids could be included in this number and one might have expected
to see at least one essay on the place of women in this volume however the
disabled and youth are highlighted both groups are clearly in need of the
attention of  the churches  and both  groups are  clearly  misunderstood and
neglected the final section of part two contains essays which focus attention on
theological  paedagogy  all  of  the  other  contributions  to  this  volume make
suggestions and arguments about curriculum resources and issues of concern
for theological educators the causal aim of this book is that these essays may
help  us  to  reflect  in  an  intentional  way  on  the  implications  of  contemporary
realities  for  the  future  of  theological  education

this timely account of politicized homophobia contests portrayals of the african
continent as hopelessly homophobic highlighting how elites deploy it

nowadays the environment looms large in the analysis of conflict in developing
societies and the precise role it plays is the subject of an ongoing debate the
de bate has moved on from the earlier  but still  popular  notions of  power
struggles class struggles and ethnic conflicts to a perception of conflict as the
product of intense group competition for resources where the state controls the
distribu  tion  of  resources  itself  inevitably  becomes  party  to  conflicts  whose
bone  of  con  tention  is  access  to  state  power  as  the  most  efficient  means  of
gaining  access  to  resources  the  resources  in  question  are  social  health
education  transportation  communication  recreation  etc  and  material  land
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water housing jobs con tracts licenses permits etc in parts of the world and
especially  in  africa  di  minishing  resources  and  authoritarian  state  rule
exacerbate group competition leading to political confrontation this is the line i
have  followed  in  analysing  conflict  in  the  hom  of  africa  markakis  1987  1998
mohamed salih s first contribution in this volume is to move the debate a step
beyond this line which can be criticized as unduly materialist he does it by
bringing culture into the realm of resources not only as a resource in itself but
also as the agency that assigns natural  resources their  value culture thus
becomes  a  contextual  element  in  conflict  over  resources  whose  value  is
culturally  deter  mined

this  book  examines  the  various  factors  that  have  influenced  the  growth  and
development process of contemporary africa after discussing and weighing the
schools of thought that have attempted to explain the paradox of africa s
reduced growth and development in  the midst  of  abundant resources this
volume  comes  up  with  comprehensive  and  detailed  suggestions  and
recommendations to address this  painful  experience this  book consistently
states that the average africans forming the overwhelming majority of the
african population are the least if at all to be blamed for the paradox but rather
the  african  leadership  and  its  external  cronies  are  to  be  fully  blamed
contemporary africa s growth and development seeks a solution to the african
growth and development puzzle in proper allocation and oversight of resources
vision perseverance courage corruption free and good governance as well as
concrete provable solid and genuine unity

human rights in contemporary africa provides an in depth look at the current
state of human rights across the continent the book explores the obstacles to
human  rights  including  the  lingering  effects  of  colonialism  and  imperialism
which  led  to  volatile  political  situations  in  many  areas  human  rights  in
contemporary africa profiles  activists  and political  regimes to  provide context
for the struggles countries around the continent face as they grapple with the
issues of human safety security and dignity

contemporary africa and the foreseeable world ordersheds light on theplace of
africa  agency  in  the  competitive  and  changing  global  system  this  book
provides scholars policymakers and other stakeholders studying and working
on african issues with innovative solutions strategies knowledge insights case
studies and analyses to support decision making on how best african states
should position themselves in the dynamic global system in order to influence
key  decisions  featuring  themes  such  as  the  african  union  au  and  the
consequences  of  the  discovery  of  oil  in  the  non  traditional  oil  exporting
countries the editors and contributors have demonstrated why and how africa s
position in the foreseeable world order is largely dependent on the influence of
both existing and emerging world powers

war and terrorism in contemporary africa investigates how african conflicts fit
into both regional and global geopolitical landscapes the book profiles terrorist
organizations rebel groups and governments engaged in hostilities within the
continent and beyond war and terrorism in contemporary africa also includes
information about how these conflicts affect africans day to day lives

issues of homosexuality are the subject of public and political controversy in
many  african  societies  today  frequently  these  controversies  receive
widespread  attention  both  locally  and  globally  such  as  with  the  anti
homosexuality bill in uganda in the international media these cases tend to be
presented  as  revealing  a  deeply  rooted  homophobia  in  africa  fuelled  by
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religious  and  cultural  traditions  but  so  far  little  energy  is  expended  in
understanding these controversies in all their complexity and the critical role
religion plays in them complementing the companion volume public religion
and the politics  of  homosexuality  in  africa  this  book investigates christian
politics and discourses on homosexuality in sub saharan africa the contributors
present case studies from various african countries from nigeria to south africa
and from cameroon to uganda focusing on pentecostal catholic and mainline
protestant churches they critically examine popular christian theologies that
perpetuate homophobia and discrimination but they also discuss contestations
of  such  discourses  and  emerging  alternative  christian  perspectives  that
contribute to the recognition of sexual diversity social justice and human rights
in contemporary africa

based on ethnographic  studies  conducted in  several  african countries  this
volume analyses the phenomenon of deliverance which is promoted both in
charismatic churches and in islam as a weapon against witchcraft in order to
clarify the political  dimensions of  spiritual  warfare in contemporary african
societies deliverance from evil is part and parcel of the contemporary discourse
on  the  struggle  against  witchcraft  in  most  african  contexts  however
contributors  show  how  its  importance  extends  beyond  this  highlighting  a
pluralism  of  approaches  to  deliverance  in  geographically  distant  religious
movements  which  coexist  in  africa  against  this  background  the  book  reflects
on the responsibilities of pentecostal deliverance politics within the condition of
epistemic anxiety of contemporary african societies to shed light on complex
relational dimensions in which individual deliverance is part of a wider social
and spiritual struggle spanning across the study of religion healing and politics
this book contributes to ongoing debates about witchcraft and deliverance in
africa

africa has undergone significant political economic and social change since the
first edition of this book was published in early 1988 now revised and updated
throughout this new edition includes current economic social and political data
as well as entirely new sections on the dismantling of apartheid civil society
democratization  and  multiparty  politics  economic  reform  and  structural
adjustment  and  the  prospects  for  african  development  in  the  twenty  first
century review comments on the first  edition required reading for  any course
on politics and society of the african continent west africa the best available
textbook  on  the  subject  this  volume  stands  unchallenged  in  its
comprehensiveness  and  sophistication  choice

the challenge of state formation and national integration is evident and the
need for a solution is even more demanding in places like africa where nation
states were formed under very special historical circumstances in perspectives
on nation state formation in contemporary africa author godknows boladei igali
presents a digest that examines the challenges of state formation and national
integration  in  africa  and  offers  preferred  solutions  within  the  context  of  the
symbolic  diversities  in  this  study igali  outlines the immediate context  and
challenges of national integration in africa in its human dimension he reviews
the  political  formations  of  ancient  africawhich  varied  in  size  philosophical
premise and organisational structuresand discusses partition military invasions
conquest and colonisation he then addresses colonial rule or administration
african nationalism and decolonisation and analyses the process of nation state
formation  in  post  independent  africa  from the  perspective  of  the  political
systems and ideologies reviewing a wide range of time from ancient times
through the colonial period and since independence this survey discusses the
processes of national integration and nation state formation in africa providing
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perspectives that deepen the understanding of these nation building processes

in  different  but  complementary ways the chapters  in  this  collection provide a
deeper understanding of socio cultural processes in various parts of the african
continent they do so in the context of contemporary mediated processes of
globalization and emphasize the agency of africans

this  volume advances the discussions of  leadership in africa s  specific history
culture  economy  and  politics  the  book  promotes  an  understanding  of
leadership  and  its  paradoxes  and  illuminates  the  conditions  under  which
political leadership has been produced and how those conditions have shaped
leaders

this  book discusses how the historical  dimensions in kenya zimbabwe and
south  africa  are  similar  dominated  by  oppressive  settler  colonialism  and
authoritarian  independent  governments  their  ruling  elites  characterised  by
greed and corruption zimbabwe is outstandingly oppressive plagued from the
start by planned regularised ferocious and unparalleled violence as described
in one chapter perpetrated by zanu pf and president robert mugabe it targeted
the organised urban poor hope arose when the trade unions created the mdc in
harare in 1999 a chapter on south africa is also included and outlines how a
small anc elite chose external armed struggle around 1960 their campaign
marooned thousands of young people in angolan camps for no military gains
and the neglect of domestic political  development a new and independent
formation the united democratic front from 1983 tried to build a popular non
racial participatory democracy however an intolerant anc was determined on
its supremacy and nelson mandela suppressed the front in 1991 no similar
democratic aspiration has subsequently appeared another country examined in
this  text  is  tunisia  which  since  2010  has  been  totally  different  utilising  an
organised  civil  society  a  democratic  islamist  party  and  wide  readiness  to
compromise an open politics is being created against big odds

this book mediates a dialectics between power and subjectivity versus history
and politics the invention of africa is not merely a residue of africa s encounter
with europe but a project in continuity in contemporary history of africa where
history has become a location of struggle and meaning a location of power and
domination eze contends that postcolonial african studies that thrive by way of
unanimity  analogy  or  homogenenity  are  merely  advancing  a  defeatist
historicism it  attempts  to  gain  essence by  inverting  the  terms of  colonial
discourse  and  is  decisively  implicated  in  the  very  logic  of  coloniality  this
method of historiography not only stifles the overall socio political imagination
of  contemporary  africa  but  offers  a  dogmatic  blueprint  for  politics  of
domination eze argues that a chance for an african renaissance is dependent
on review mechanisms of african historiography
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