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in a moment of intense uncertainty surrounding the means ends and limits of countering terrorism this study

approaches the recent theatres of war through theatrical stagings of terror theatre on terror subject positions

in british drama charts the terrain of contemporary subjectivities both at home and on the front line beyond

examining the construction and contestation of subject positions in domestic and sub urban settings the book

follows border crossing figures to the shifting battlefields in iraq and afghanistan what emerges through the

analysis of twenty one plays is not a dichotomy but a dialectics of home and front where fluid uncontainable

subjects are constantly pushing the contours of conflict revising the critical consensus that post 9 11 drama

primarily engages with the real ariane de waal argues that these plays navigate the complexities of the

discourse rather than the historical or social realities of war and terrorism british theatre on terror negotiates

inflects and participates in the discursive circulation of stories idioms controversies testimonies and pieces of

mis information in the face of global insecurities

using psychological theory and the author s direct experience working with at risk youth this book answers the

questions on the minds of anyone shocked and appalled by the events of the boston marathon bombings the

shock of the 2013 boston marathon bombings was soon followed by a revelation initially disturbing and
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mystifying two apparently unremarkable brothers one a teenager the other a young adult both well liked

immigrants and longtime u s residents had allegedly triggered the bombs why were these two seemingly

normal individuals driven to commit such acts of coldblooded violence this book examines not only the lives

motivations and key influences of these infamous brothers but those of other young unexpected terrorists

worldwide comparing factors that contributed to their decisions to become terrorists and identifying methods

used to recruit them into that deadly fold the chapters teach readers warning signs that youths are being

drawn  in  to  terrorism  and  serve  to  spur  meaningful  conversations  among  citizens  politicians  and

policymakers about what we can do to prevent such recruitment of youths and young adults including other u

s residents who might consider emulating the tsarnaev brothers the book also addresses larger related

questions such as whether humans are naturally violent who benefits when young individuals engage in

terrorism and why minors are recruited to become killers

this book offers an extended analysis of writers and theatre companies in britain since 1995 and explores them

alongside recent cultural social and political developments referencing well known practitioners from modern

theatre this book is an excelle

documentary  and  verbatim  theatre  surveys  the  emergence  and  rise  of  work  based  on  real  life  in

contemporary theatre exploring the artists methodologies plays and central themes that have characterised

its enduring popularity after charting the recent history of modern documentary theatre in the twentieth

century and the debates that have surrounded it in the past thirty years each chapter examines in depth key

practices such as headphone verbatim and extreme verbatim and practitioners from anna deavere smith
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and david hare to the civilians and dv8 physical theatre practitioners chosen topics playwriting process and

engagement with sometimes fraught debates in the field are brought to the fore focusing on the various

dramaturgical and theatrical strategies used to create and stage documentary theatre this book provides a

practice centric understanding of some of the principal issues related to the form including the tensions

between fidelity to the documentary or verbatim record and the exercise of artistic licence the ethical issues

entailed in representing living people the implications for actors and our understanding of acting and our

assumptions  about  aesthetic  distancing this  is  an essential  introduction to  documentary  and verbatim

theatre for theatre studies students teachers and scholars as well as theatre practitioners

focusing  on  major  and  emerging  playwrights  institutions  and  various  theatre  practices  this  concise

companion examines the key issues in british and irish theatre since 1979 written by leading international

scholars in the field this collection offers new ways of thinking about the social political and cultural contexts

within which specific aspects of british and irish theatre have emerged and explores the relationship between

these contexts and the works produced it investigates why particular issues and practices have emerged as

significant in the theatre of this period

contemporary asylum narratives marks a transition from traditional modes of diasporic belonging to the need

for  identifications that encompass the statelessness of  refugees and asylum seekers this  book explores

representations of asylum seekers and refugees in twenty first century literature film and theatre

verbatim theatre a type of performance based on actual words spoken by real people has been at the heart

of a remarkable and unexpected renaissance of the genre in great britain since the mid nineties the central
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aim of the book is to critically explore and account for the relationship between contemporary british verbatim

theatre and realism whilst questioning the much debated mediation of the real in theses theatre practices

a ruthless latin love lothario has set his sights on the women of london no gal is safe from the swarthy

continental s seductions as he cha cha chas his way in to the boudoirs and jewellry boxes of belgravia thank

heavens that square jawed hero dick barton is on hand to save the dignity and diamonds of our dowagers

and debutantes or will the foreign fiend defeat him

the conviction that the development and promotion of the arts humanities and culture through the study of

literature and the aesthetic are the fundamental constituents of any progress in society is at the heart of this

volume the essays gathered here explore the role of the imagination and aesthetic awareness in an age when

the corporatization of knowledge is in the process of transforming literary studies and political commitment is

in danger of disappearing behind a supposedly post ideological late capitalist consensus the main focus of

the volume is the mutual implication of aesthetics and ideology and the status and value of different types of

art within the political arena challenging issues in contemporary aesthetics are examined within the wider

framework of current debates on the disappearance of the real the crisis in representation and the use of new

media the wide range of examples collected here stretching from experimental poetry in post war germany

political  commitment  in  twentieth  century  french  theatre  and  countercultural  rumanian  theatre  under

ceaușescu to neo victorian fiction verbatim theatre in the uk and political theatre for the masses in estonia

vouchsafe unique insights into the intersection of aesthetics and ideology and the practical consequences

thereof as such the volume opens up a space for a meaningful engagement with authentic forms of art from
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inside and outside the anglosphere and ultimately uses these examples as a platform from which to imagine

some form of aesthethics representing an ideal union of aesthetics and ideology this concept first coined by

the french philosopher philippe lacoue labarthe will prove to be relevant both within the parameters of the

examples discussed here but also beyond for the contributors to this volume are unanimous in refusing to

believe that aesthetics and ideology can exist one without the other and in recognizing the centrality of ethics

in any discussion of these notions

authenticity is one of the major values of our time it is visible everywhere from clothing to food to self help

books while it  is such a prevalent phenomenon it  is also very evasive this study analyses the culture of

authenticity as it relates to theatre and establishes a theoretical framework for analysis daniel schulz argues

that authenticity is sought out and marked by the individual and springs from a culture that is perceived as

inherently  fake  and lacking depth  the  study examines  three types  of  performances that  exemplify  this

structure of feeling intimate theatre seen in forced entertainment productions such as quizoola 1996 2015 as

well as one on one performances such as oentroerend goed s internal 2009 immersive theatres as illustrated

by punchdrunk s shows the masque of the red death 2007 and the drowned man 2013 which provide a

visceral  sensate  understanding  for  audiences  finally  the  study  scrutinises  the  popular  category  of

documentary theatre through various examples such as robin soan s talking to terrorists 2005 david hare s

stuff happens 2004 edmund burke s black watch 2007 and dennis kelly s pseudo documentary play taking

care of baby 2007 it is specifically the value of the document that lends such performances their truth value

and consequently their authenticity the study analyses how the success of these disparate categories of

performance can be explained through a common concern with notions of truth and authenticity it argues
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that this hunger for authentic unmediated experience is characteristic of a structure of feeling that has

superseded postmodernism and that actively seeks to resignify artistic and cultural practices of the everyday

academic studies of terrorism grew exponentially in number after the september 11 attacks the problem was

that much of this work of orthodox terrorism studies was biased often shoddily researched and was too

closely identified with the power centres of western states its denizens were often former and sometimes

current officials or officers in the military intelligence services or the security industry or were funded by them

in response the project of critical terrorism studies was intended to give a more rounded account of political

violence  in  the  world  it  focuses  on  neglected  issues  like  state  terrorism  western  counterinsurgency

propaganda and misinformation more than a decade since the founding of the critical project this book asks

what has been learned it showcases leading examples of critical terrorism studies and presents an agenda

for the expansion of an evidence based approach to political violence and terrorism with chapters by leading

authorities such as joseba zulaika michael stohl mary hickman and richard jackson the book evaluates how

far the critical project has come and where it is going next this book was published as a special issue of

critical studies on terrorism

why do so many writers and audiences turn to theatre to resolve overwhelming topics of pain and suffering

this collection of essays from international scholars reconsiders how theatre has played a crucial part in

encompassing and preserving significant human experiences plays about global issues including terrorism

and war are increasing in attention from playwrights scholars critics and audiences in this contemporary

collection a gathering of  diverse contributors explain theatre s  special  ability  to generate dialogue and
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promote healing when dealing with human tragedy this collection discusses over 30 international plays and

case studies from different time periods all set in a backdrop of war the four sections document british and

american perspectives on theatres of war global perspectives on theatres of war perspectives on black watch

and finally perspectives on the great game afghanistan through this a range of international scholars from

different disciplines imaginatively rethink theatre s unique ability to mediate the impacts and experiences of

war featuring contributions from a variety of perspectives this book provides a wealth of revealing insights into

why authors and audiences have always turned to the unique medium of theatre to make sense of war

from the fourteenth to the eighteenth centuries the armies of the ottoman empire brought terror in the name

of islam to much of the christian world intermittently but relentlessly the sultans forces raided then conquered

the danube valley as far as budapest and beyond their inexorable progress westward eventually brought

them into conflict with the dynastic confederation created in central and eastern europe by the austrian

habsburgs repeatedly faced with virtual annihilation by superior muslim forces the ruling powers in vienna

fought to mobilise the minds as well as the military resources of their subjects in order to save both their faith

and their soil the propaganda developed by both government and church particularly the roman catholic

variant  created  then  reinforced  many  of  the  negative  stereotypes  of  muslims  that  are  still  familiar  to

europeans today gradually after the middle of the seventeenth century habsburg rulers and officials came to

see that its political and military survival required solid information about the muslim foe that prejudiced

ideas did not supply in terror and toleration paula sutter fichtner traces the story of this change of heart and

mind in government and intellectual circles throughout the habsburg empire this episode shows she argues

that it is possible to form and disseminate negative views of an enemy for political and strategic reasons yet
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be able to reconfigure those views as circumstance and necessity dictates a highly original account of a

fascinating historical and cultural encounter this book gives readers a close view of how a western empire not

only survived islamic aggression but in the process learned how to consider and even work with muslims

positively and productively publisher s website

this collection of essays examines the contribution of british plays to key social  political and intellectual

debates since 2000 it explores some of the most pressing concerns that have dominated the public discourse

in britain in the last decade focusing on their representation in dramatic texts each essay provides an in depth

analysis of one play assessing its particular contribution to the debate in question the book aims to show how

contemporary drama has developed unique ways to present the complexities and ambiguities of certain

issues with aesthetic as well as emotional appeal

this book focuses on the relationship between literary culture power society and war it assesses the critical

importance of michel foucault s lecture series society must be defended for contemporary debates about war

and terror in literary and cultural studies as well as social and political thought

focuses on how contemporary artists have responded to the ubiquitous presence of surveillance technologies

in our daily lives

i looked around the room and i thought i m the only person in this room that hasn t killed anyone talking to

terrorists is a play commissioned by the royal court and out of joint the writer director max stafford clark and

actors interviewed people from around the world who have been involved in terrorism they wanted to know
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what makes ordinary people do extreme things as well as those who crossed the line they met peacemakers

warriors journalists hostages and psychologists their stories take us from uganda israel turkey iraq and ireland

to the heart of the british establishment talking to terrorists was produced out of joint theatre company at the

royal court theatre and on a uk tour in 2005

through interviews with leading writers including ahdaf soueif and hanif kureishi this book analyzes the writing

and opinions of novelists of  muslim heritage based in the uk discussion centres on writers work literary

techniques and influences and on their views of such issues as the hijab the war on terror and the rushdie

affair

this book is the sequel to britain through muslim eyes and examines contemporary novelistic representations

of and by muslims in britain it builds on studies of the five senses and sensuous geographies of postcolonial

britain and charts the development since 1988 of a fascinating and important body of fiction by muslim

identified authors it is a selective literary history exploring case study novelistic representations of and by

muslims in britain to allow in depth critical analysis through the lens of sensory criticism it argues that for

authors of muslim heritage in britain writing the senses is often a double edged act of protest some of the key

authors excoriate a suppression or cover up of non heteronormativity and women s rights that sometimes

occurs in muslim communities yet their protest is especially directed at secular culture s ocularcentrism and

at successive british governments efforts to surveil control and suppress muslim bodies

drone warfare represents one of the most pressing moral and political problems of contemporary military

ethics since the beginning of the american drone program in the late twentieth century drone technologies
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have been used to conduct remote extrajudicial assassinations to violate national sovereignty and to conduct

intrusive surveillance in contravention of international human rights norms among other controversial uses

today military drones are used by dozens of military forces as such these technologies pose urgent questions

which problematize well established ways of thinking about central aspects of the ethics of warfare such as

justice  sovereignty  battlefield  trauma  the  political  and  physical  limits  of  conflict  and  perhaps  most

prominently of all  the legitimacy of military violence though some of these concerns are well  worn their

central role in and reconfiguration by drone warfare means that they deserve serious reconsideration kill box

investigates this urgent conceptual territory through readings of the popular cultural productions that have

emerged as a part of these debates and reveals the ways in which narrative texts have been an integral part

of the framing of these political and philosophical conversations examining well known single issue drone

texts such as eye in the sky good kill and the drone eats with me alongside lesser known texts such as pulp

novels genre sci fi and netflix thrillers this new book shows us the surprisingly versatile and elastic ways in

which drone discourse continues to be co constituted by narrative entertainment
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