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as this book demonstrates the cradle of the mystery cults of the goddess and of western
civilization is the aegean region an area extending from the balkans to crete and from the
ionian sea to asia minor the eleusinian mysteries do not originate from old europe or egypt
but from the worship of the pelasgian goddess daeira mother earth who preceded demeter
and whose cult was indigenous to eleusis as shown here in the mysteries of the goddess the
initiates descend into the depths of their psyche perceive the midnight sun transcend duality
and achieve cosmic consciousness symbolized by the unity and harmony of the great
goddess the pelasgians minyans and minoans the aegean region s prehistoric tribes and
ancestors of the mycenaeans and modern greeks share the same cultural heritage
continuity and autochthony with the region s proto greek pre deukalion flood inhabitants the
book also argues that religious and scientific traces of pre flood knowledge can be
discerned in the mysteries and the technical achievements of prehistoric minyan and
minoan greeks even from the third millennium the minyans and minoans with their advanced
nautical geographic and astronomical knowledge sailed not only the mediterranean but
using the atlantic currents had reached the copper mines of northern europe and america

this volume surveys the evolution of the man made landscape in britain over the period of
some three millennia before the roman conquest

this introduction to the ancient near east includes coverage of egypt and a balance of
political social and cultural coverage organized by the periods kingdoms and empires
generally used in near eastern political history the text interlaces social and cultural history
with the political narrative this combination allows students to get a rounded introduction to
the subject of ancient near eastern history an emphasis on problems and areas of
uncertainty helps students understand how evidence is used to create interpretations and
allows them to realize that several different interpretations of the same evidence are
possible this introduction to the ancient near east includes coverage of egypt and a balance
of political social and cultural coverage

the nautical dimension of prehistory has not so far received the attention it deserves it is also
too often assumed that early man was land bound yet this is demonstrably not the case
recent research has shown that man travelled and tracked over greater distances and at a
much earlier date than has previously been thought possible some of these facts can be
explained only by man s mastery of water transport from earliest times this book by an
acknowledged expert on prehistoric sea craft examines these problems looking at the new
archaeological information in the light of the author s nautical knowledge the result is a
detailed account of man s use of inland and ocean going craft from earliest times until the
dawn of recorded history all forms of evidence are critically assessed from the vessels of
ancient egypt to the chinese junk to present of comprehensive picture of the vessels men
have built through the ages and of the variety of ways in which they have been used
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a cultural history of plants in antiquity covers the period from 10 000 bce to 500 ce this
period witnessed the transition from hunter gatherer subsistence to the practice of
agriculture in mesopotamia and elsewhere and culminated in the fall of the roman empire
the end of the han dynasty in china the rise of byzantium and the first flowering of mayan
civilization human uses for and understanding of plants drove cultural evolution and were
inextricably bound to all aspects of cultural practice the growth of botanical knowledge was
fundamental to the development of agriculture technology medicine and science as well as
to the birth of cities the rise of religions and mythologies and the creation of works of
literature and art the 6 volume set of the cultural history of plants presents the first
comprehensive history of the uses and meanings of plants from prehistory to today the
themes covered in each volume are plants as staple foods plants as luxury foods trade and
exploration plant technology and science plants and medicine plants in culture plants as
natural ornaments the representation of plants annette giesecke is professor of classics at
the university of delaware usa volume 1 in the cultural history of plants set general editors
annette giesecke university of delaware usa and david mabberley university of oxford uk

first edition 1996 updated in 2000 with new suggested readings and illustrations title page
verso

from the early days of the movies cavemen have been a popular subject for filmmakers not
surprisingly since the birth of cinema occurred only a few decades after the earliest scientific
studies of prehistoric man filmmakers however were not constrained by the emerging
science instead they most often took a comedic look at prehistory a trend that continued
throughout the 20th century prehistoric humans also populated adventure fantasy films with
the original one million b c 1940 leading the charge documentaries were also made but it
was not until the 1970s that accurate film accounts of prehistoric humans finally emerged
this exhaustive work provides detailed accounts of 581 film and television productions that
feature depictions of human prehistory included are dramas and comedies set in human
prehistory documentaries and films and television shows in which prehistoric people
somehow exist in historical periods from the advent of civilization up to the present or in
extraterrestrial settings each entry includes full filmographic data including year of release
running time production personnel cast information and format a description of each film
provides background on the prehistoric elements contemporary critical commentary is
included for many of the works

landscapes have been fundamental to the human experience world wide and throughout
time yet how did we as human beings evolve or co evolve with our landscapes by answering
this question we can understand our place in the complex ever changing world that we
inhabit this book guides readers on a journey through the concurrent processes of change in
an integrated natural cultural history of a landscape while outlining the general principles for
global application a richly illustrated case is offered through the mariana islands in the
northwest tropical pacific and furthermore situated in a larger asia pacific context for a full
comprehension of landscape evolution at variable scales the author examines what
happened during the first time when human beings encountered the world s remote oceanic
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environment in the mariana islands about 3500 years ago followed by a continuous
sequence of changing sea level climate water resources forest composition human
population growth and social dynamics this book provides a high resolution and long term
view of the complexities of landscape evolution that affect all of us today

some forty scholars examine california s prehistory and archaeology looking at marine and
terrestrial palaeoenvironments initial human colonization linguistic prehistory early forms of
exchange mitochondrial dna studies and rock art this work is the most extensive study of
california s prehistory undertaken in the past 20 years an essential resource for any scholar
of california prehistory and archaeology

in the long tradition of the archaeology of the eastern mediterranean bodies have held a
prominent role in the form of figurines frescos or skeletal remains and have even been
responsible for sparking captivating portrayals of the mother goddess cult the elegant
women of minoan crete or the deeds of heroic men growing literature on the archaeology
and anthropology of the body has raised awareness about the dynamic and multifaceted
role of the body in experiencing the world and in the construction performance and
negotiation of social identity in these 28 thematically arranged papers specialists in the
archaeology of the eastern mediterranean confront the perceived invisibility of past bodies
and ask new research questions contributors discuss new and old evidence they examine
how bodies intersect with the material world and explore the role of body situated
experiences in creating distinct social and other identities papers range chronologically from
the palaeolithic to the early iron age and cover the geographical regions of the aegean
cyprus and the near east they highlight the new possibilities that emerge for the
interpretation of the prehistoric eastern mediterranean through a combined use of body
focused methodological and theoretical perspectives that are nevertheless grounded in the
archaeological record

this book addresses the main enigmas of easter island s rapa nui in the polynesian
language prehistory from the time of initial settlement to european contact with a
multidisciplinary perspective the main topics include i the time of first settlement and the
origin of the first settlers ii the main features of prehistoric rapanui culture and their changes
iii the deforestation of the island and its timing and causes iv the extinction of the indigenous
biota v the occurrence of climatic shifts and their potential effects on socioecological trends
vi the evidence for a cultural and demographic collapse before european contact and vii the
influence of europeans on prehistoric rapanui society the book is subdivided into thematic
sections and each chapter is written by renowned specialists in disciplines such as
archaeology anthropology paleoecology ethnography linguistics ethnobotany phylogenetics
phylogeography and history contributors have been invited to provide an open and objective
vision that includes as many views as possible on the topics considered in this way the
readers may be able to compare different of points of view and make their own
interpretations on each of the subjects considered the book is intended for a wide audience
including graduate students advanced undergraduate students university teachers and
researchers interested in the subject given its multidisciplinary character and the topics
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included the book is suitable for students and researchers from a wide range of disciplines
and interests
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